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NOTE. 


I avail myself of the caB for another issue of this Pastoral, 
to add a few notes and some appendices in further elucidation 
)f what has been already said. The appendices chiefly regard 
three points: (I) The right and occasionally the duty of the 
::Iergy to take part in certain political questions; (2) The 
lnswer given by Dr. von Döllinger to those who, as he says, 
I · especially in Germany and.
ng.land,brand the Papal power as 
Jeing boundless, as being absolutist, as oñe which recognizes 
10 law capable of controlling it/:
rr.hjs "answer must derive a 
ipecial value, not only from the f
ct that it is directed to 

ngJishmen, but from its oc.curring Îìt 
'he .of the last works 
)ublished by the Professor. 'V e nl
s.t Jcgard it as the mature 
lOd deliberate judgment of an author who had been thirty.. 
ive years before the world, and whbse whole life had been 
:ngaged in the stLdy of Church and Papal history. It may 
)e supposed that )lr. Gladstone will be ready to admit that 
\"e shall find in Professor v. Döllinger, if anywhere, what he 
:aIls "the truth and authority of history and the inestimable 
ra1ue of the historic spirit" (p. 14). 
Lastly (3), there is the subject of 1\Iariolatry." 1\1 r. Glad- 
tone has characterized the Definition of the InlmacuIate Con- 
eption as "a violent breach with history," a "deadly blow," 
'an act of violence," a hurrying on, and a precipitating- of a 
octrine of" 
IarioIatry:' To cnter l.\pon this subject at any 
ength would be to exceed my limits. But I win cal1 attention 
o a work just issued from the press. entitled .. Our Lady's 
)owry," by the Rev. T. E. Bridgett, C.SS.R. (Burns & Oates). 
t is not a work of controversy, but of historical research into 
he belief, Jove, and practices "'of Englishmen over a thousand 
cars ago down to the sixteenth century, in regard to our 
Jlessed Lady. Though not intended as such, it is an unanswer- 
ble refutation of 
fr. Gladstone's charge of" a violent breach 
3 
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Note. 


with history." Indeed, the tables are con1pletcly reversed. I 
shows how England obtained in Europe the title of "Ou 
Lady's Dowry," and how she lost it, Calmly and historically i- 
proves that they are not Catholics, but )1 r. Gladstone an( 
others who have nlade .. a violent breach with history" b) 
their rejection of the love and worship of our Blessed Lady 
It will oe seen that" the deadly blows" were aimed not.. il 
1854 and 1870," but in 1536 and 1559, not by Catholics but b
 
Prùtestants, "at the old historic, sc,ientific, and moderatt 
school." But, despite "deadly blows" and co acts of violence,' 
the old historic and scientific thread of devotion to Our Lad
 
and belief in her Immaculatc Concept.ion have been preserve( 
to England-preserved by the very U school" which is no\\ 
once Inore assailed for that religious constancy and love fo 

Iary, in which, by God's grace, it wil1 never fail. 
In my judgment, II Our Lady's Dowry" is the most excel 
lent, the most interesting, and the most original work of it: 
kind and for its purpose that has been published in tht 
English language. -I strongly recommend it to the Clerg
 
and to all educated Englishmen, whcther Catholic or non 
Catholic, who have any care to investigate the religious his 
tory of their country. 


+ HERBERT, BISHOP OF SALFORD. 


'jallutfry I, 1875. 
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ERBER T, by th
 Grace OJ' God a1ld of the Apostolic 
See, Bishop of Saiford, to the Clergy, Secular alld 
Regular, alld to tIle Faithful of the said Diocese, 


HEALTH A::\TD BENEDICTIO
 I
 THE LORD. 


)EARLY BELOVED BRETHRE
 AXD CHILDRE
 I
 JESUS 
CURIST,- 
\Ve speak to you once more, as the 
"'ather and 
Jastor \vho \vill have to render an account to God for 
Tour souls, so " that the trial of your faith (much more 
>recious than gold \vhich is tried by the fire,) may be 
ound unto praise and glory and honour." (1 Pt'ter i.7.) 
A topic affecting your honour and your religion is 
11 the nlinds of all. It is due to you that \ve should 
peak, and lay do\vn for your guidance certain general 
>rinciples upon \vhich you can neither be shaken nor 
ed astray. 


I.-THE ACCU"ATIO
: 
The brief statement of the case is this :- 
In an evil hour, an illustrious politician, ,vhose dis- 
inguished services to justice \ve shall not forget, has 
lescended from the noble eminence of an Imperial 
itatesman to become the assailant of the Catholic 
lame. He has sought to fix an indelible stigma upon 
lour Faith and character. If the torch, \vhich he cast 
nto the country a fe\v \veeks since, has been extin- 

uished at a moment's notice, it is due to the common 
7 
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sense of the English people. The various organs of 
the Press, with the shre\vd political sense for \vhich 
they are conspicuous, \vithout any p05-sible collusion, 
extinguished its political import in It single l11orning. 
Twenty years ago and \ve should perhaps have been in 
the l11idst of the fires of political and civil and social 
discord. The English people have moved on\vard, and 
are \\.illing to form a juster appreciation of you, and to 
judge you by your lives and conduct. Our thanks are 
due to those \vho have quenched the fire, or at least 
restricted its circuit to aln10st a theological arena. 
Little heed can be given to the assurance that it \vas 
intended to stop short of penal laws and German per- 
secution. The person \vho applies a firebrånd can 
prescribe no limits to the conflagration. 
The gist of 1\lr. Gladstone's accusation is as fol- 
lows :-As Catholics you have surrendered your mental 
and moral freedoln. Your loyalty to the Queen and 
your civil allegiance are as base coin in false currency; 
you have made yourselves over to a foreigner \vho has 
neither heart nor interest in the British Empire. 
You have been \vounded by these imputations in 
your tenderest sense of honour; you _have been out- 
raged in your holy religion. 
It is right that on such an occasion yoe should hear 
your Pastor's voice, and that he should direct your 
thoughts in the way of peace and truth. 


I I.--OUR GENERAL PRIXCIPLES OX ..\LLEGIAXCE. 
The precise l11eaning of the \vord "allegiance" is 
nowhere given in 1\1r. Gladstone's pamphlet. It ,vas 
perhaps more convenient to leave it vague. For our- 
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selves, ho\vever, ,,'e prefer to define our terms. Alle- 
giance, then, ,ve understand to be the subject's duty of 
fidelity to his Sovereign. The allegiance of man in its 
absolute, unrestricted, and universal extent is due to 
his Sovereign Creator alone. The Creator having com- 
pounded hiIn of matter and of spirit, having of his free 
love given hiln a spiritual and a heavenly as ,veIl as a 
civil and a natural life and end, and having fashioned 
him to live in society, in the very nature of things 
placed hÎ1n under the authority of t\\ro Po\vers-one 
Spiritual and one Civil. These t\\TO Powers from the 
beginning ,vere essentially distinct; but through the 
corruption of Inan at the fall, the natural and Civil 
Power becalne satisfied \vith nothing less than dOlnina- 
tion. It grasped possession cf the Spiritual Po\ver, and 
either incorporated it 
into itself, or, keeping it notni- 
nally distinct, held it as a subject and an instrument of 
the State. On the other hand, as a witness against 
this outrage, God was pleased to give to his chosen race 
a Theocracy-in ,vhich, ho\vever, the t\VO Po\vers ,vere 
preserved \vith a sufficient distinctness to mark the 
principle. \Vhen the King of Kings became incarnate, 
and determined to establish on earth the Spiritual 
Kingdom, \vhi
h had been announced by his Prophets, 
He drew once 111 ore, absolutely and definitely, the dis- 
tinction and separation bet\veen these t\VO Po,vers- 
"'Render to Cæsar the things that are Cæsar's, and to 
God the things that are God's." When this solemn 
message of radical reform by the King of Kings ,vas 
carried from the obscure province of Palestine to the 
Enlperors of Rome, they treated it first ,vith scorn, 
!hcI1 ,vitþ fear, alld !astly \vith 11í
tred and persecution, 
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,. \\"ho i;:; Lllis, they cricd ,,-ith fury, that He should in. 
vade our domain, that He should attempt to parcel 
out that ,,"hich is indivisible, giving over the care and 
adlninistration of nlaterial and 
arthly affairs to us, and 
r 
serving to himself the care and government of the 
souls of Blen and of religion ?" 
For three hundred years they endeavoured, ,vith the 
aid of all thcir resources, to stanl p out the very notion 
of such a division, by steadily, century after century, 
putting to death the Vicar of that foreign King, scat- 
tering his subjects, ,vith repeated declardtions that the 
Christian religion ,vas incolllpatible \vith the State; 
\\"hilst, on the other hand, every effort '\"as Blade to 
rehabilitate and confinn the theory of the universal au- 
thority of the Civil Power. 
The doctrine of the King of Kings triumphed, and 
that of the Pagan ,vorld perished-perished in Chris- 
tendoln for over a thousand years. Those \vho have 
lived in I
olne ,,,ill ren1el1l ber the falnous Arch of Con- 
stantine. The historian Eusebius sOIne\vherc tells us 
that under his statue, holding in the right hand the 
standard of the Cross, Constantine had ,\"ritten these 
\,"ords-" By this saving Sign, the trije token of strength, 
I have freed your city fro111 the yoke of tyranny, have 
confcrrcd frecdonl on the Senate and th
 H..olnan people, 
and have restored I
ome to its pristine greatness and 
splendour. " The freedom of the h unlan race, in intel- 
lect, \vi11, and moral nature, ,vas guaranteed by the dis- 
tinction laid do,vn by Jesus Christ. He had come 
truly and in every sense to be our Saviour and to set 
men free. "[he d
ep and permanent foundation" of 
our public liberty rest upon thc jurisdiction of the 
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Spiritual Po,ver being separate from and independent 
of that of the State. 
There are then established by God, and subject to 
Him, two Sovereignties, the Spiritual and the Civil. 
\Ve o\ve allegiance to both. To talk of our allegiance 
either to the Civil or to the Spiritual Power as being 
" divided," leads in popular language to Inisunderstand- 
ing; and does not "appear correct. To say that \ve pay 
a 4' divided allegiance" is as though \ve \vere to say 
that ,ve paid a "divided debt," or pcrformed a 
'di- 
vided act of Inercy." And to assert of a ,vife that she 
pays a "divided" allegiance to her husband \vould 
suggest suspicion. Allegia:1ce is due to each po\ver 
,vithin its o,vn ordcr or province. That ,vhich is one is 
not divisible or divided, and the t\VO Orders of Po,ver, 
as set up by God, are not antagonisms but harmonies, 
as God designed them. Only the sin of man can create 
a conflict. In intensity and degree our civil allegiance, 
,vhether to a Sovereign person or to a Sovereign body, 
is \vithout limit in its own order. \Ve must lay do\vn 
our life in its service ,vhen required. \Ve must be 
faithful to it unto death. 
The duty of the civil allegiance of the subject is co- 
extensive ,vith the right of the Sovereign,-to \vhich it 
is the correlative. The cÍ1lll duty of the subject, there- 
fore, is limi ted only by the civil right of the Sovereign. 
But the Sovereign ,vho reigns for a civil end, has no 
right or po\ver over spiritual or divine Laws. He is 
himself subject to them, and must obey them like the 
least of his people; he ,vill be judged by them, and 
punished or re\vardcd eternally, according to the sen- 
tence of the Just Judge. 
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The allegiance \ve o\ve to the Spiritual Sovereignty 
is also in intensity and degree without limit in its own 
order, but it is of another and of a pre-eminent order 
to the Civil. \Ve must suffer any penalty, even that 
of death, rather than be faithless to this allegiance. 
The domain of the Spiritual Sovereignty is the 
Spiritual life of Ulan, and \vhatever is directly and es- 
sentially connected \vith it. It has the ultimate inter- 
pretation anù guardianship of the l\rloral and Divine 
La\v. Being of a prc-clninent and higher order, being 
spiritual, having received under the ne\v dispensation a 
special cOlllmission frolll God, and with its awful pur- 
poses and end stretching out into eternity, it is supreme, 
able to define its own limits, and the necessary condi- 
tions of its healthy life and action. The rest belongs 
to the natural and civil order. These t\VO Sovereignties 
in their normal state-as God \vould have them working 
together in harmony, like all the ,,'orks of His hand,- 
are necessary to one another and supplementary of one 
another; and hence the Vicar of Christ condemned 
\vith infallible precision this proposition, '" The Church 
shoulù be separated from the State, and the State 
from the Church." (S)lllablls, Prop. Iv.) \Vhere the 
,,'arid has altogether departed frOlll the ordinance of 
God, and the discord of Babel prevails in re1igiolls 
matters, it is evident that \ve are in an abnormal condi- 
tion. This is the condition of modern society, and 
lIenee the application of the doctrine of the union of 
Church and State must be determined in practice by 
existing circumstances. Never, ho\vever, can a Chris- 
tian accept, either in theory or in practice, the subjuga- 
tion of the Spiritual to the Civil Sovereignty. For 
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this truth, our Catholic forefathers in this country 
suffered persecution for 300 years; and the Nonconfor- 
l11ists equally preferred the penalty of civil disabilities 
rather than acquiesce in the dependence of the Spiritual 
upon the Civil l\uthority. 
2. The question no\v arises, III 'i.Vllat dol'S the Spirit- 
ual Po,vcr cOllsist? III Wl1011l or ill wllat is it c1Jzbodicd 
alld 1lladt! sl'llsiblt: to tis? This is thc question at the 
Ibottom of ]\1 r. Gladstone's palnphlet; yet with the 
\vonted dexterity of a practised debater he eludes, and 
even entirely conceals it from the public vie\v. 
The Spiritual Power in the ,\'orld, to ,vhich all are 
called upon to submit, is undoubtedly that ,vhich is 
the appointed supreme Guardian and Interpreter of the 
moral and the Divine la\v of God. To this proposition 
all assent. 
But 'if/ho, or what, is that supreme Guardian and 
Interpreter? This, as \ve have said, is the real point 
at issue. Logically and theologically 1\1 r. Gladstone 
was first of all bound to settle this. He has nominally 
addressed his pamphlet to Catholics, and has ig- 
nored this ,vhich is the first principle and basis of 
their life and conduct. He has assulned a premise 
,vhich is neither provcd nor granted, trusting to the 
sympathy of public prejudicc. But all conclusions fall 
to pieces as \vorthless ,vhich are not dra\vn out of true 
and living premises. 
There are four different theories which profess to 
answer this primary and fundamental question; " vVho 
is the Supreme Guardian and Interpreter of the moral 
and Divine La\v? Whcre is the Spiritual Po\vcr?" 
(1). The first i
 th
 old pagan or 1110dern f;rastian, 
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which invests its guardianship and interpretation in the 
Civil Authority. 
(2). The second is the theory put forward by the 
rationalist and semi-rationalist school, and it ,,"ould 
seem to be also that of 1\1r. Gladstone; viz.: the private 
conscience and reason of eaçh individual. 
(3). The third is the old Protestant theory of the 
Divine Authority of the Bible \"ithout note or com- 
ment. 
(4). The fourth is that of a Divine Teacher speaking 
\vith an audible and living voice, easily accessible to 
men, able to expound its meaning, and capable of deal- 
ing with the difficult spiritual problems \vhich are bred 
of the l11ultiform combinations of our perpetually shift- 
ing times and circumstances. 
It is unnecessary for the mOlnent to do more than 
mention the first of these theories as the pagan and 
Gennan systenl, \vhich having a prophet in London, is 
tnaking a slo\\' but steady gro\vth in England. 
U pan the second, Fetishism and the Inost monstrous 
idolatries arc defensible; it may be pleaJed as a justi- 
fication of rebellion, communisln, and of every theory 
that, springing from the fevered brain of man, has car- 
ried off conscience and reason to obey its behests. It 
is the pIca put forward by every political assassin, and 
is the defence set up for every crime comnlitted (in the 
nanle of religion) \vith cold and deliberate forethought. 
As to the third, it may suffice to say that in princi- 
ple it is indeed an appeal to an external authority and 
to a Divine Teacher, though in practice it is the doc- 
trine of private judgment. Quo! hOl1Zillcs tot selltclltiæ. 
The fourth theory is that ,vhich ,vas heJd by Chris- 
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tendom undividedly for fifteen centuries; \vhich ,vas 
professed in England for a thousand years, and is 
lnaintained to this day by 200,000,000, or one-fifth of 
the human race. It is a theory, therefore, entitled '0 
respectful consideration. It cannot be elbo\ved out of 
court, as it lately has been, as though it had no right 
to be heard or even to be present. This theory is 
easily stated, and lnay be put as follo\vs. 


IlL-A DIVI
E TEACHER CLAL\IS THE REASOXABLE 
SUB
nSSIOX OF OUR 
IENTAL AXD MORAL 
NATURE. 


I. This is our Catholic belief. Human reason and 
conscience, since the fall, have stood in constant need 
of a Spiritual Po\ver \vhich shall be a Divine Teacher. 
Human teachers have not sufficed: they are blind 
leaders of the blind. \Ve refuse unconditional submis- 
sion to any of them. The Catholic holds it a degrada- 
tion and a crilne to give over his reason or his con- 
science into the hands of any man. These, like the 
priceless treasure of a 1nan' s o\vn consciousness, are 
sacred, inviolate, and inalienable. But if, on - the one 
hand, he lnay not part \vith his conscience or reason, 
on the other, the experience of six thousand years, in- 
cluding the periods of civilization of the four great 
Empires of antiquity, has proved to demonstration the 
weakness, the blindness, and the folly of human reason 
and conscience in all that concerJíls the la\v of God, 
\vhen cut adrift from the 1ight and guidance of an Eter- 
nal and Divine Teacher.. The hopeless ,,'reck at this 
moment of at least three-fùurths of the human family 
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beyond the pale of Christendo111, sunk in every kind of 
abolninable vice and error, and the chaotic confusion 
of a hundred sects ,vithin its pale, are evidence to every 
thoughtful and dispassionate mind of the absolute ne- 
cessity of a Divine Teacher. 
As a matter of fact, God never did from the begin- 
ning of the ,vorld abandon the hU1nan race to the guid- 
ance and care of reason ,vithout the external aid of a 
Divine Authority. The Divine Teacher ,vas in the 
,vorld froIn Adam through the Patriarchs to l\1:oses, 
and froln l\Ioses through Priests and Prophets to the 
tilne of Christ. 
It is a doctrine of our Faith that reason and con- 
science, aided by grace, ,vill lead a nlan, if faithful to 
both, to see the necessity of a Divine Teacher. Hav- 
ing arrived at this, they ,vill lead him further: thcy 
,vill convince him that the Divine Teacher can be no 
other than the Catholic Ch urch. 
If l\lr. Gladstone's study and rcading, if ?\Ir. Glad- 
stone's reason and conscience have not led hint to this 
conclusion; if no inkling of this truth has ever dawned 
upon h
s soul, and if he has not fatally dallied with 
the calls of grace, then Jnust he, and all ,,,ho are like 
him, be reputed free from the b/aJJ1C of error and 
fronl the formal sin of Inisbelicf. \Ve, as Catholics, are 
far from condemning all 111en .who differ frorp ourselves, 
though \ve Inay kno,v them to be misguided; ,vc shall 
all be judged before a just tribunal; ,vc leave the judg- 
Jnent to Almighty God. 
But what ,ve deny ,vith all the energy of our soul 
is this, that either 
i r. Gladstone or any man, ,vho rc- 
spects the sanctity of conscience and the light of rc
- 


. 
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son, can consistently charge ,vith the ". forfeiture of 
Inental and moral freedom" those ,vho, having found 
a Divine Teacher, have become His faithful and devot- 
eù children. 
\Vhen the fisherman of Galilee in the joy of his heart 
cried out, "\V e ha.ve found the IYlessias " (Yo. i. 41), he 
called to his brethren, " Come and see." He began to 
form his reason and conscience. upon the life and teach- 
ing of his ne\v l\Iaster. \Vho \vill reproach hin1 ,vith 
having abandoned his Inental and moral freedom, or 
\vith having jeopardised his civil allegiance? It Inat- 
ters little, brethren, ,vhether it be a J e\v or a Gentile, 
a fisherman or a politician; ,vhen once he has found 
the Divine Teacher. he Inust becolne His faithful dis. 
ciple. The light of truth is the freedom of reason and 
conscience: and the office of the Divine Teacher is to 
teach us truth of the moral and supernatural order. 
'Vhoever asserts that to follo\v such a One is to " for- 
feit Inental and Inoral freedotll" is a blasphemer, and 
the truth is not in hiln. But it ,viII be urged, in reply, 
that the ,vriter of the palnphlet no\vhere affinns that 
to submit to a DÙ-,Ùle Teacher is to forfeit mental and 
Inoral freedom: his charge is, that submission to the 
Catholic Church involves that forfeiture. In other 
,vords, as ,ve have said, he has asstt1ned (I) that the Ca- 
tholic Church is not a Divine Teacher, and (2) that 
there exists 1)0 living Divine Teacher of the law of 
God in the ,vorld. 


IV.-OUR DIVINE LORD'S PRINCIPLE AND PLAN 
OF TEACHING. 
I. Note ,veIl the plan of our Lord's teaching; see 
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the order in which I-Ie began. He first sought to ,\.in 
from His hearers a belief in His Divine Authority. It 
,vas for this purpose that He ,vrought His l11iracles. 
l-le showed hilllself as the Divine Teacher. "N ever 
did 11lall speak like this man" (:Jo. vii. 46). "He taught 
as one having authority" (lIlall. vii. 29). He taught 
Ilis disciples to accept His doctrines, not because they 
comillendeù themselves to human reason (:Jo. vi. 61-9, 
xiv. 12), but upon faith in Him as the Divine Teacher. 
N O\V, note ,veIl the principle underlying His entire 
system. I t is in radical opposition to modern ration- 
alism and private judgment. Christ's first undertaking 
,vas to convince I-lis hearers that He ,vas a Divine 
Teacher, ,vith a claim to absolute sublnission. Every- 
thing ,vas to hinge on this admission. Until this clailn 
to AUTHORITY on the one hand and corresponding OBE- 
DIE
CE on the other ,vas settled, nothing was taught 
or believed, nothing effected. He established this 
claim by addressing a great variety and number of 
proofs to their rcason and common sense, ,vhilst at the 
same time he proclaimed the absolute necessity of 
grace, preaching penance, and declaring that" no one 
could come to Hil11 unless the Father drew hiln." 
He proved His Divine Authority (I) by miracles *; (2) 
by prophecies uttered by Hi1nself and aftenvards ful- 
filled, and by His kno,vledge of secret thoughts t; (3) 
by the fulfihnent in His o,vn person of the prophecies 


* .i1Eatt. xi. 5; 70. x. 37 ; xv. 24 ; xi. 42, &c. The chief end of St. 
John's Gospel was to prove the Divinity by miracles; see c. xx. 30, 
3I. 
t .i1Iatt. xxiv.; Luke xviii. 3I, &c.; 70. ii. 19; xii. 3 2 , &c. ; xiv. 29, 
&c. ; 70. i. 48 ; ii. 
q, 25; xiii. 18. 
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of the Old Testalnent * ; (4) by His transfiguration and 
the appearance of IVIoses and Elias, ,vitnessed by three 
of His apostles t; (5) by the ,vhole character and te- 
nor of his life and conduct; (6) by that clin1ax of proof 
,vhich confirmed the certainty already created, viz., His 
Resurrection to life, ,vhich ,vas proved to demonstration 
by His apparitions to all classes of Inen at different 
seasons, and (7) finally by His adlnirable Ascension. 
The acculnulation of proof ,vas overwhelming. Still 
,vithout grace no man could become a Christian. In 
proportion as belief in Him as a Divine Teacher ,vas 
established during the course of IIis ministry, in that 
proportion did He reveal His various doctrines. Hence 
He taught more truths to the Apostles than to the dis- 
ciples or the Inultitudes; and He ,vent on progressive- 
ly even ,vith the Apostles, revealing more sublime 
mysteries and adding to the number of truths COmt11U- 
nicated, as they advanced in a finn and rooted belief in 
Himself as their Divine Teacher. He thus laid the. 
ground or basis of supernatural Faith, viz.: belief in 
the claim of a Divine Teacher. Observe this, more- 
over, that He left none of His Divine Truths to be ac- 
cepted or not according to preference, choice, caprice, 
or private judgl11ent and reason. His follo,vers must 
either be with Him e1ltirely., or leave Him. There ,vas no 
" mental and moral freedom" to be urged against the 
claims of a Divine Teacher. They ,vere free to go 
away and they were free to stay; but not free to stay 
with Him alzd at the same time to disbelieve Him (J o. 


* Matt. xxvi. S4: Luke xxiv. 2S, &c.: 7 0 . v. 39, 46: Jfatt. v. 17; 
Luke xvi. 16: 7ù. i. 17; cfr. Gal. iii. 23, iv. 4 ; Eþk. i 10. 
t Matt. iii. 16: xvii. 2; JO. xii. 28 ; I I. Pet. i. 16, &c. 
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vi.) Each doctrine \vas to be accepted by mind and 
heart, \vith the entire soul, not because it Cotll111ended 
itself to reaSOIl (though it could never c01ltradict reason), 
or to the feelings, or to the refined taste of culture, or 
to \vorldly happiness, or to political expediency. No 
other motive of credibility or submission \vas put for- 
\vard or allo\ved but that of the authority and veracity 
of the Divine Teacher. Having thus laid do\vn the 
basis of Faith, He expounded His doctrines; and then 
provided for their permanent and unbroken tradition 
through future ages by founding a Church \vhich \vas 
to be their Guardian and Interpreter. 


V.-HIS CHURCH :FOUNDED AS A DIVI
E TE..\CIIER 
OX THE SA:\IE PRINCIPLE A
D PL..\X. 


.The Church founded by Christ is an organisation 
con1posed of a Divine and human element. The hu- 
man element falls under the cognisance of the senses, 
and by its perceptible presence the Church becomes a 
visible institution. Under the human and visible is 
contained the other element \vhich is Divine. Such is 
your Faith as to the component parts of the Church. 
I. Let us no\v inquire upon what grounds the 
Church is àescribed as a Divine Teacher, \vhom all are 
called upon to obey. First, because Christ IIio1self 
founded its visible constitution. He created it a true 
and perfect Society or Kingdom, distinct from the 
Civil Po\ver and independent of it, ,vith full authority 
in the triple order (as needful for a perfect kingdom)- 
legislative, judicial, and coercive. He ,vas Himself the 
King (Luke xxiii. 3). When He \vithdre\v to His 
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He left a visible Vicar in His place, to be, like 
self, the centre of unity and jurisdiction, (0 rule and 
govern,. to feed and teach in His nan1e to the end 
of time. 
{- 
2. Second, because Christ \vas the Founder not OI1
Y 
of its constitution and external form, but also of the 
in\vard principle upon \vhich it should move and act; 
that is to say, the relation. it ,vas to enter into ,vith the 
human reason and \vill. He thus endowed the Church 
with the same Divine teaching authority ,,,hic11 He 
possessed Himself, and exacted froln all men a corre- 
sponding obedience to its teaching, just as though it 
spoke with His o,vn sacred lips. 
He spoke of -it precisely as though it \vere HÙJlsc!f. 
This is seen (I) in the remarkable fact that the seve- 
rest threats pronounced by our Lord against the dis- 
obedient in Faith \vere uttered not against those \vho 
refused to receive the \vords that fell from His own 
lips, but from the lips of His Church. "He that 
despiseth }'Olt despiseth Me." "If a man ,viII not 
hear the Church, let him be to thee as a heathen; " he 
that believeth not the Church's preaching shall be 
condemned (Jlatt. xviii. 17, Luke x. 16, .i
1"ark xvi. 16). 
It ,vould appear as though Jesus Christ looked 
upon Himself as ('v hat He \vas indeed) the extraordi- 
1lary Ðh,ine Teacher, but upon the Church as the 
Divine Teacher in ordinary. He \vas t11erefore mild 
in His threats upon those disobedient to Hirnself du- 
ring the years of His ministry, but terribly explicit in 


* Matt. xvi. IS. 19; Luke xxii. 31, 32 ; John xxi. 15. 16, 17. 
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His denunciation of all \vho should disobey that Divine 
Teacher \vhich He founded and endo\ved, as \ve shall 
see, and then sent to accompany mankind through the 
centuries. 
It is (2) abundantly clear that the Apostles tho- 
roughly understood their Lord's meaning, and exer- 
cised the right of the teaching authority \vith ,vhich 
He had invested His Church. This cOlnes out in nearly 
all their ,vritings. For instance: "\Ve have the mind 
of Christ." "For Christ \ve are an1bassadors, God, as 
it \vere, exhorting by us." "1Vc are God's coadju- 
tors, you are God's husbandry, you are God's build- 
ing." "\V e have received grace and apostleship for 
obedience to the Faith in all nations." "Though an 
angel from heaven preach a gospel to you besides that 
,vhich 'lve have preached, let him be anathema." (I. 
Cor. ii. 16, II. Cor. v. 20, I. Cor. iii. 9, Rom. i. 5, Gal. 
i. 8, ROln. x. 14, xv. 18, I. Tim. i. II, Acts i. 8, xv. 7, 
8, &c.) 
A distinction is to be borne in mind-the Divine 
Teacher, Christ, revealed his O'i.í)1l doctrines, ,vhereas 
the Divine Teacher, His Church, 1Jlakcs no revelation, 
but guards and interprets ".ith infallible truth the doc- 
trines revealed by her Founder. " You shall be my 
'loitncsscs unto the uttennost parts of the earth" 
(Acts i. 8). 
This fundamental principle established by our Lord 
as the fit and only relation to exist bet\veen the Divine 
Teacher and mankind continues as it began to this 
day. The IJord did not start upon one system and 
break off into ,lnother. He did not begin upon the 
principle of Divine Aathority on the one side and of 
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the" obedience of Faith" on the other, and then sub- 
stitute for Divine Authority human reason and human 
conscience, and bid every man do that ,vhich should 
seem good to him in his o\vn sight. The Lord is not 
like to the fickle people that tries on first one system 
of government, then another; to-day a Inonarchy, to- 
1nOrrO\V an empire, and the day after a republic. The 
lines upon ,vhich He buiit His system and His Church 
are permanent, as is proved froln Scripture, reason, and 
tradition. 
And no\v look through all the various systems and 
fonns of \yorship ,vhich tonnent Christendom, and say 
in \vhich of them is found the perpetuation of the out- 
ward Constitution and of the in\vard principle \ve have 
referred to. So far from being accepted the principle 
of obedience of Faith to a living Divine Teacher is 
every\vhere rejected ,vith horror, and a favourite 
statesman of the ,vorld denounces it as " the forfeiture 
of mental and moral freedoln." The Catholic Church 
therefore alone presents to a rebellious \vorld the cha- 
racter and credentials of the Church of Jesus and of 
the Apostles. 
3. Next, the Church is Divine not only froln having 
received from her Founder a Cornmission of Authority 
which is altogether of a superhuman and divine cha- 
racter, but she is Divine by her t\vofold divine, essential 
and constituent elelnent; viz :-(1) the perpetual 
presence of CHRIST Himself ,vith her teaching and 
baptizing not merely during the apostolic age but 
"all da)Is evel1 to the COllS1t11l111atio1t of the 'lvorld" 
{Matt. xxviii. 20, cfr. Jo. xx. 21, 1\iark xvi. 15, 16; 
IVlatt. xvi. 17, 18, 19, Acts i. 8); and (2) "the abi- 
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ding '0 habitation within- her of the HOLY GHOST. " I 
,vill ask the Father, and He shall give you another 
Paraclete, that He -may abide with )'011 for ('ver, the 
Spiri t of Truth" (J o. xiv. 16, cfr. J o. xiv. 26, xvi. 13). 
Y Oll will not fail to observe, dear brethren, how in- 
stinct the Church was from the very beginning with 
the consciousness of possessing, literally, substantially, 
and efficiently these t\VO Divine elen1ents; ho\v her 
belief \vas absolute and unshakable in these t\VO stu- 
pendous prolnises made by her Divine Founder...-that 
I-Ie Himself ,vould continue 'VITH her teaching, and 
that the Holy Spirit of Truth should "CO
IE and 
ABIDE 'YITH her FOR EYER." 
See too ho\v the early Church fixed its mind upon 
the inseparable union of this "Divin
" 'lvith the 
" human" element. Takc first the direct and personal 
relationship of the Church with Chrisf. It \\'as years 
after IIis ascent into I-Ieaven that the Apostle was in- 
sisting again and again on this fact :-" Christ is Head 
over all the Church, ,vhich is His body and the fulness 
of 1-1 im " (E ph. c. i.). Again," Christ is Head of the 
Church; I-Ie is the Saviour of His body. He 
loved the Church and delivered Himself up for it, that 
He might sanctify it, cleansing it by the laver of \vater 
in the ,vord of life, that He Inight present it to Him- 
sclf, a glorious Church not having spot or \\'rinkle, or 
any such thing, but that it should be holy and ,\'ithout 
blemish. . . No man hatcth his o\vn flesh, but nourisheth 
and cheri sheth it, as also Christ doth the Church, be- 
cause \\'e are Inelnbers of His body, of I-lis flesh, and 
of His bones" (c. v.) (Cfr. Col. i. 18; Eph. iv. 4-5; 
I. Titn. iii. 15: J o. x. 16, &c., &c.) 
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4. And Illstl)', take the relationship of the Church 
with the Holy Ghost, as described in the authentic 
history of the Church. From the day of Pentecost 
:;he has been full and overflowing with the conscious- 
ness of His Divine presence" abiding 'YITII her," and 
:hat "FOR EVER." Christ had distinctly and fre. 
iuently promised that lIe \vould send the Person of 
:he Holy Spirit after His Ascension. And then, lo! 
:he Holy Ghost caine ten days after the Ascension, 
:Acts ii. 2; J o. vii. 38-9; xiv. 16; xv. 26; xvi. 7, 12). 
He catne to discharge His 111ission (I) of teacher; (2) 
)f strengthener and (3) of sanctifier through a tnode 
)f habitation. \Vith Hin1 caIne into the Church the 
'ulness of infallibility in teaching truth, the po\ver of 
he seven sacraments, and the pennanence of the Inys- 
eries of grace and sanctity. \Vhat the visible pres- 
'nce of Christ had been to the Apostles, that after the 
lay of Pentecost \vas the Holy Spirit to be to the 
:hurch, not for three years, but to the end of tiinc. 
Ie ,vas our Lord's Successor, but His dispensation 
vas more glorious. Hence, if you read the history of 
he Church after the Feast of Pentecost, as recorded in 
he Acts of the Apostles, you ,,,ill be struck ,vith the 
atural \vay in \vhich the Holy Ghost is mentioned just 
1. the places and at the times and in the manner in 
lhich our Blessed Lord is tnentioned in the GospeL 
: They \vere all filled \vith the Hol
 Ghost" (Acts ii. 
, iv. 3 I). "Peter said, ,vhy hath Satan tempted thy 
eart to lie to the Holy Ghost?" (Acts v. 3). "\Vhy 
ave you agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the 
lord?" (Acts v. 9). "Look ye out seven men full of 
Ie I-Ioly Ghost" (Acts vi. 3). "Stephen, a man full 
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of the I I oly Ghost" (Acts vi. 5). u You al,,'ays resist 
the Iioly Ghost" (.A.cts vii. 5 I). "He being filled ,vith 
the Iioly Ghost, looked up steadfastly to them" (Acts 
vii. 55). "They prayed for them, that they might re.. 
ccive thc Holy Ghost" (Acts viii. 15). ,. Thcy laid 
hands upon then1, and they received the Holy Ghost" 
..L<\cts viii. 17). "Brother Saul, be filled ,vith the I-Ioly 
Ghost" (Acts ix. 17). "The Church ,,'alking in the 
fear of the Lord, and filled ,vith the consolations of the 
IIoly Ghost" .(Acts ix. 31). "The IIoly Ghost fell on 
all thctn that hear thc \\'ord " (...-\cts x. 44). 
" The grace of the II 01 y Ghost ,vas poured out upon 
the Gentiles also" (Acts x. 45). "
rhe Holy Ghost 
fell on thenl as on us in the beginning" (...\cts xi. 15). 
"You shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost" (.i\ct5 
xi. 15, 16). " The Holy Ghost said to them, separate 
me Saul and Barnabas. So they being sen t by 
the I-Ioly Ghost, ,vent to Seleucia" (Acts xiii. 2, 4). 
" And the disciples being filled with joy and the Holy 
Ghost" (Acts xiii. 52). " God giving unto 
thenl the IIoly Ghost as ,veIl as to us" (Acts xv. 8). 
" It hath seemed good to the IIoly Ghost and to us" 
(Acts xv. 28). "They \vere forbidden by the Holy 
Ghost to prcach the ,\'ord in Asia" (Acts xvi. 6). 
"..L-\nd when Paul had itnposed hands on thein, the 
Holy Ghost carne upon thetn" (.\cts xix. 6). '
 The 
I-Ioly Ghost ,yitncsseth in every city to tne, saying, 
&c." (Acts xx. 23). So impressed ,\'as the early Church 

\'ith this truth of the abiding presence of the Holy 
Spirit, that St. Peter declares to Ananias and Sapphira 
that in telling a lie to hitn as head of the Church "(Act
 
v. 3), " they had lied to the Holy Ghost." And at the 
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General Council of Jerusalem, over \vhich St. Peter 
presided, the decree passed see1ned to run quite natu- 
rally in these words :-" I t hath seeoled good to the 
I Holy Ghost and to us " (Acts xv. 28). And when St. 
Paul ,vas about to leave the Bishops of Ephesus, he 
said to thein, " take heed to yourselves and to the \vhole 
flock over \vhich the Holy Spirit hath placed you Bish- 
ops to rule the Church of "God" (Acts xx. 28). 
The presence of the Holy Ghost in the Church is 
1S heavenly fire in an earthly elelncnt. So that the 
Apostle described the Catholic Church ,vith literal cx- 
lctness as " one body and one Spirit" (Eph. iv. 4). 
It would be easy to quote silnilar allusions froln all 
:he Epistles, if \ve have not yet learned this truth :- 
:hat the Apostles seemed to consider no duty more 
lrgent upon them than to keep perpetually and most 
)rolninently before the tninds of their followers the 
)resence of a Divine Life, anilnating the Catholic 
=hurch; the IUllltall element seems to pass almost out 
)f mind in the reiterated insistance upon the claim of 
he Divine. 


\'I.-THE RO
fAN CATHOLIC A
D ApOSTOLIC 
CHURCH THE DIVINE TEACHER. 


I. A stranger rnay fairly inquire for the 1narks 
vhereby he may kno\v the Church to be the Divine 
reacher. It \vould certainly be to do violence to his 
eason to call upon hitn to submit to her authority 
JÏthou t convincing proof of her claim to his obedi- 
nce; and this fact the Church so thoroughly recog- 
izes that she permits no Priest to receive a convert 
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into the Church unless he is satisfied that he has been 
cOllvinccd of her right to his submission. So guarded 
is the Church on this score, that no Priest can adlnit 
an adult into the Church \vithout a special plcult) 
from his Bishop for that purpose. And jf anyone 
has had experience of the practice in Rome, he \vil1 
kno\v, perhaps to the cost of his patience, the num- 
ber of forn1alities (\ve believe five in number) to be 
gone through and of permissions from different quarter
 
to be obtained, before a convert can be admitted into 
the Church. People judging superficially \vould say 
that R.ol11e thus actually puts difficulties into the \vay 
of conversion, instead of grasping for converts, as men 
say she does. The reason of all this is, that the 
Church must satisfy herself that the catechulnen has 
been reasonably c01lvinced of her Divine character. 
Has the Church, then, any marks \vhereby you nlay 
know her to be the Divine Teacher; and if so, \vhat 
are they? She has her marks, just as Jesus Christ 
had His Inarks. \Ve have already, in an earlier part 
of this letter, briefly referred to the marks or proofs 
\\rhich our Lord considered sufficient to convince the 
J e\Vs of His clailn to their sublnission ; \VC must no\\' refer 
to those of the Church with equal brevity. Your Catc- 
chistll Inentions them most cOll1pendiously. "She is 
One, she is Holy, she is Catholic, and she is Apos- 
tolical." Bellarmine gives fifteen rnarks \vhereby the 
reason may be convinced of the authority of the 
Church. But, you lnay object that men \vill deny her 
l11arks one after the other. But they equally denied 
the marks offered by our Lord of His Divinity, one I 
after the other. They denied His most conspicllous 
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Inark or character, that of sanctity: saying by" Beel- 
'bub He casteth out devils;" He " hath a devil ;" He 
" blasphenler," a ,;, deceiver," a " liar," a " sinner:" 
-Lhe Civil Po,ver even attempted to deny llis resur- 
rection, and said that the disciples had stolen a,vay His 
body \vhilst the soldiers slept. Be not astonished, 
therefore, if men deny the proofs of the authority of 
the Church of God, since they denied the proofs of the 
authority of Christ. But bear this further point ,veIl 
in tnind. You have need to do so : the proofs or Inarks, 
though they address thenlselves to the reason and con- 
science, will never inspire Divine Faith unless "the 
Father" also" dra\v " thetn*-" Faith is a gift of God." 
2. \Ve can add only one further ,vord on this part 
of our subjeet-viz., that the proofs of thç Divine 
character of the Church are tnore lUlninous even than 
those of the Divinity of Christ, because \ve have, plus 
those of His Divinity (and therefore of His po,ver and 
veracity), the experience of tile fulfihnent of His prûlnises 
to His Church. The history of eighteen centuries of 
plotting against the Church and of persecution of every 
kind on the part of the powers of hell and of the ,vorld 
for the purpose of destroying that sacred edifice which 
He built upon a l
ock, is the strongest historical proof 
of her Divine origin. And if to the evidence of the 
history of persecution "rithout, you add the history of 
her life within-the exemplary and unbroken succession 
of her Pontiffs, the fruits oÍ her sacranlen ts, of her 
teaching and direction in the saints of every age, her 
martyrs, her miracles, and even the temporal benefits 


, 
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she has scattered an10ng Inen, as \vith queenly grace: 
she proceeds upon her Divine and Spiritual mission,- 
you will have a cU11l1llus of historical proof such as tlH 
Christians of the early Church had nothing to cOlllpan 
\vith, and \vithout \vhich they still becanle converts: 
and gladly laid down their lives as a testinlony. 
The history of the Catholic Church is a fact at least 
as credible as the history of the \vorld, and its histor) 
corroborates the perpetual existence of his DÙ-,Ù1C a
 
""ell as of its hUllltlll cOlnponent. Taking in thus tht 
tcstilnony of history, \ve may say, only \vith grcateJ 
precision of Catholicity, that \vhich Butler's A Jla/og) 
(Part II. ch. vii.) says of Christianity, that its evidenct 
is " a long series of things, reaching, as it scelllS, frorr 
the beginning of the "TorId to the present time, of grea1 
variety and compass, taking in both the direct and tht 
collateral proofs, and Inaking up all of them togetheJ 
one argurnent; the conviction arising fr0111 \,'hich kine 
of proof Inay be COIn pared to \"hat they call the effect in 
architecture or other works of art; a result fronl a 
great nunlber of things so and so disposed and taken 
into one view." The evidences for the clainl of the 
Catholic Church to our SUblllission are thcrefore greater 
and more nunlerous to-day than they \vere when it first 
issued forth from the Upper Chaillber in the morning 
of the Descent of the IIoly Ghost. 


VII.-I
FALLIBILITY OF TIlE DIVI
E TEACHER. 


I -I t is furthcrnlore dear to us that this Church, 
this Divine Society, this Spiritual Kingdoln, created hy 
Christ and ordained to last to th
 end of the world, 
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'and to claim the sublnission of every soul must-in 
order to accomplish her \vork without violation of the 
hunlan reason and conscience,.-possess not only a Di- 
vine authority, but the endowment also of a teaching 
infallibility in Faith and l\'Iorals. 
Look around you, brethren, and see \vho lay clailn 
to possession of this gift; positively therc is not one 
but the ROlnan Catholic and Apostolic Church. She 
alone clailns it as her Divine prerogative. 
For 1800 years and more has she taught the doc- 
trine of her suprerne authority and doctrinal infalli- 
bility; but never till the Vatican Council did she dcjiJl
 
her infallibility by a dog1l1atic decrce. And \vhereforc 
this strange long abscnce of a definition of her funda- 
mental character? For the same reason that the de- 
cree passed in the first Council of Jerusalem, occurs in 
the fifteenth chapter of the Book of Acts, and not in 
the second or the third; that is to say, for this simple 
reason, that the Church makes her decrees and defini- 
tions according to tirnes and circumstances; or, in 
other words, according to the need. She had never de- 
fined her infallibility before the Vatican Council, be-. 
cause never had a Catholic, even a Gallican, denied it. 
Wherefore, then, its definition at the Vatican Council? 
Because of a local and transient error, touching the 
condition, not of its existence, but of its exercise. That 
error Inaintained that the definitions of the Sovereign 
Pontiff are indeed infallible, but only after subJectioll to 
the assent of the Episcopate. This ,vas the Gallican 
phase of error, ,vhich under royal patronage received a 
form in 1682, and ,vas adhered to by some 33 or 34 
Bishops convened by Louis XIV. out of over a hundred 
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of the French Episcopate. It ,vas at once treated as 
an error; but it lingered locally, under the patient' 
toleration (1/ot approval) of the }Jontiffs, till the l11eeting 
of the General Council. It ,vas then expunged for ever 
by a ùogmatic decree on Infallibility. That decree, as 
you are a.ware, ,vas maùe by the Pope in General 
Council (the largest but one ever held) and it is there- 
fore, even upon the l110st extreme of Gallican theories, 
bin:ling upon every Catholic, under pain of heresy and 
dall1nation. The Catholic Church, then, has once more 
been declared the Divine Teacher of the ,vorld, by the 
Definition of the Infallibility of her Visible Head. 
2. And no\v, brethren, very briefly, as to the extent 
of ground covered by the Vicar of Christ's infallibility 
in Faith and 
Iorals. I t is defined that the ground is 
co-extensive \vith that covered by the infallibility of the 
Church herself. It is of Catholic and Divine Faith (that 
is to say, it is a ten11 of Catholic COl11111union) that it in- 
cluùes the ,,,hole deposit of Revelation; and, according 
to the teaching of theologians, it is theologically cer- 
tain (and can be also held, as ,ve ourselves hold it, to 
· be of Faith), that it includes all those unrevealed truths 
which so touch on the deposit of Faith as that Faith 
and :\Iorals cannot be guarded and infallibly interpreted 
,,'ithout an infallible discernlllent of such truths. 
1'he following is the Definition of the Council: 
"\Yherefore, faithfully adhering to the tradition 
received froln the beginning of the Christian Faith, for 
the glory of God our Saviour, the exaltation of the 
Catholic religion, and the salvation of Christian people, 
the Sacred Council approving,-we teach and define 
that it ir;; a dogl11a divinely revealed, that the ROll1an 
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Pontiff \vhen he speaks ex cathcdrâ,-that is, \vhen in 
discharge of the office of Pastor and Doctor of all 
Christians by virtue of his Suprelne Apostolic authority, 
he defines a doctrine regarding Faith or morals to be 
held by the Universal Church-by the divine assistance 
promised to him in Blessed Peter, is possessed of that 
infallibility \vith \vhich the divine Redeen1er willed that 
His Church should be endowed for defining doctrine 
regarding Faith or morals: and, therefore, such defini- 
tions of the Roman Pontiff are irrefofl11able of them- 
selves, and not frol11 the consent of the Church. 
" And if anyone-\vhich l11ay God avert-presume to 
contradict this our definition; let him be - anathe- 


" 
ma. 
3. As a term of coml11union, this definition l11ust be 
interpreted strictly and literally, and, as you \vill per- 
ceive, it refers only to Definitions ex cathedrâ J' that is 
to say, it does not include the Pope's utterances as a 
private Doctor, his opinions as a theologian, or the ex- 
ercise of his directive, discretionary, and administrative 
authority in the affairs of individuals or of the Church 
at large. It refers solely to (I) solemn definitions of 
Doctrille / (2) regarding Faith or Morals; (3) uttered by 
virtue of his supreme Apostolic authority; (4) in dis- 
charge of the office of Pastor and Doctor of all Chris- 
tians; and (5) \vith the intention of binding the U ni- 
versal Church. Bear this definition and its conditions 
\vell in mind and you \vill be able to ans\ver at once 
nearly all objectors. It is not hard to believe that Jesus 
Christ, having confided His entire Flock to the care of 
Peter, should have" confirmed his faith " for the sake 
of the Flock: rather \vould it be hard to beliéve that 
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He had left him \vithout a "òivinc assistance" in the 
midst of the po\vers of earth and hell. 
o Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth! thou art then our 
incomparable Shepherd-King, our Priest and Prophet. 
The carc of the entire Flock of Christ is upon thy soul. 
On thy placid bro\v is the triple crown of Charity, 
Truth, and Po\ver. Upon thy shoulder rest the keys 
of Heaven. Of all kings, thou alone art by right Divine 
the first, the highest, and the oldest. All are thy sub- 
jects * \vithin the order over ,,'hich thou rulest. They 
Inay despoil thee of thy earthly trappings, but they can 
never uncrown thee. They may close upon thee as a 
prisoner, but the); can never reduce thee to their subjec- 
tion. 
4. Be not deceived, åear brethren and children, be 
not deceived. It is not the Church as a congregation 
that the \vorld hates \vith a fiendish hatred. It is not 
this or that or the other doctrine--the Immaculate Con- 
ception, the Invocation of Saints, the I-Ioly l\lass, or 
the Seven Sacraments. The real gravaInen is not in 
these. It is the perpetual presence of a Divine Teach- 
er, teaching \vith authority and infallibility; preaching 
penance to a sinful \vorld lest it should perish in eternal 
flames; rebuking error in every form, as the faithful 
Guardian of the La\v of God. 
The Vicar of Christ stands up to the \vorld as Elias 


* A king is U subjectus ratione jeanti, not ratione domin1Ï," as Boni- 
face VIII. says, i.e., the morality of all acts, political no less than pri- 
vate, are subject"to the Supreme Judge and Guardian of the Divine 
law. The same Pope also says, U in nullo volumus usurpare jurisdie- 
tionem regis," efr. the Bulls Ausculta, Fili, and Unam Slmctlllll
. also 
efr. l/Ùt. of Church, by Döllinger, vol. iv., anù bltrod. Leet. 01: 
}Iod. 
Hisl., 
c1. v., by Dr. T. Arnold. 
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" stood up '" to Achab. " I have not troubled Israc1," 
said Elias, " but thou and thy father's house ,vho have 
forsaken the commandlnents of the Lord" (III. Kings 
xviii. 18). He corrects and rebukes it for its transgres- 
sions as the Baptist condemned the IZing. The \vorld 
may call him, as it called Paul. "a pestilent nlan and 
raising- seditions " (Acts xxiv. 5); it tnay cast hinl and 
those who are ,,'ith hitn, like Peter, into prison, for 
their allegiance to their Divine Redeemer. This is 
precisely our Lord's fore\varning-. I t is prl!cisc
v on ac- 
count of your spÙ"Ùua! allegiance that " they ,,"ill lay 
hands on you and persecute you; delivering you up to 
synagogues and into prisons; dragging you before kings 
and goverllors for jlIy sake" (Luke xxi. 12.) 
And our Lord added encouragelnent to the pro- 
phecy-" This shall happen unto you for a testimony" 
-a testitnony to the La\v of God, and for a crown of 
eternal life. \Vonder not, therefore, if Inen hate the 
Vicar of Christ. It is nleet they should; they Slnote 
Jesus on the cheek and called Hiln seditious, a blas- 
phelJtcr, and possessed by de'vils,. they crucified Hiln for 
His teachillg 011 the allegiance due respectively to the 
Spiritual and Civil Po\ver. 
5. And no\v, dear breth
en and children in Christ, 
\ve must add a ,vord, ,vhich saddens our heart. A 
heresy has been set up against the Vatican Council, as 
one \vas set up against every other Council that the 
Church has held. I t is that of the little sect of Döl- 
lingerites, \vhich takes its name from its unhappy foun- 
der. As plants are propagáteò by slips, so has the 
heresy been brought to England by a slip taken frotn 
the parent plant. It is ,yetI 
nQ\vn that 9n.eob;ect of 
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l\lr. Gladstone's palnphlet \\'as to create division alnong 
English Catholics and to stirl'l ulate the growth of the 
I1CU" heresy. Son1c three or four Catholics have re- 
sponded by nalne to his Inelancholy invitation. '[heir 
nalnes are familiar to us all as having once and again 
on fonner occasions spoken in the spirit of rebellion 
against the Church's authority or her definitions. Only 
one of these ,yas in any ,,"ar a spiritual subject of our 
jurisdiction, and towards hiln ,ve have acted as it be- 
Cd111e our duty. l\Ieal1\vhile \ve make known to you, 
beloved childrcn in Jesus Christ, \\'ho are our joy, be- 
cause atnong you ,ve kno\v of none who has renounceù 
his faith, that any person, be he of high or of lo\v de- 
gree, itnpiously denying the doctrine of the IInmaculate 
Conception of our dear =-tnd ever Blessed Virgin l\Iother, 
or the definitions of the Vatican Council, has made ship- 
,vreck of the Faith, is excolnmunicated fron1 the Church 
of God, incapable of receiving the Holy Sacralnents, 
even in the hour of death, unless previously he truly 
repent in his h
art, and promise to repair, as far as he 
may be able, the scandal ,\'hich he has given. 


\.,.}} I.-SO\IE COUXTS OF ACCUSATION. 


I. \Ve have hitherto dwelt upon the Divinc element 
of the Church. She has also a hUlIzall one. And unless 
,,'e look this fact well in the face, \\'e shall not be able 
(I) to give a cOlnplete ans,ver to the charge of hostility 
to n1ental freedom \vhich 1\1 r. Gladstone has brought 
against the Church of God, or (2) to expose the \vorth- 
1essness of the objections raised against infallibility, by 
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those .who collect and catalogue the human sins and 
errors of some of her children. 
First, then, \vith regard to the charge of mental 
slavery brought against the Catholic Church, in refer- 
ence to the truths of religion; for as the natural sciences 
are not her domain, \ve need not touch upon her rela- 
tion to these, further than to say that her children are 
absolutely free to study them, guided by this self-evi- 
dent principle, that facts in science can never conflict 
with revealed truths, and that no theories can be ac- 
cepted as scientifically true \vhich are cleariy contrary 
to the truths of Revelation. Our God is a God of 
Truth. 
From \vhat has been said about authority, it may be 
inferred by a non-Catholic that the Church crams her 
teaching dovvl1 our throats \vithout reason or explana- 
tion of any kind. There could not be a greater 111isap- 
prehension of the fact. Truth can be received only by 
the intellect, and therefore the Church invites the keen- 
est attention and action of our intellect to her teaching. 
Reason is not the 1Jzotz"z'e of credibility in Divine Faith, 
but the Veracity of God revealing and of the Church 
\vitnessing to the truths of revelation. \Ve stand in 
absolute need of a Divine Teacher to secure this 1Ilotz"ve: 
-this is not a gag to reason or conscience. The cer- 
tainty of Faith is of a higher kind than the certainty 
of unillumined or tnere natural reason. 
To those, then, \vho assert that our obedience to the 
Church must necessarily restrain and fetter reason, \ve 
reply (I) that \ve never heard that the axioms and rules 
of Euclid, or the fixed rules of any science, \vere con- 
sidered to fetter the intellect or re
train 'any reasonable 
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frecdoll1 of discussion and investigation. And it is pre- 
cisely the saine in the science of religion or theology. 
The decrees and definitions of the Church are the fixeù 
points, \vithout \\,hich there could be no certain science 
of theology. The liberty \vhich the \yorId pleads for in 
matters of morality and religion is the liberty to put 
black for \vhite, and light for darkness, according to the 
inclination or passion of each one; but this is the li- 
cense of error and the bondage of confusion. 
\Ve reply (2) that no science has ever presented a 
",ider field for study and for thc operations of IUllnan 
reason than Catholic philosophy and theology. And 
no science in the ,,,hole course of its career can prod uce 
an array of intellectual \vorks to be conlpared for 
nUlnber and variety, for depth of thought, consistency, 
argulnent, and interest, to the theology of the Church. 
\Vhen the ,vorId, or any of its sects, can produce a S. 
Augustine, a S. Tholnas, a Suarez, and a Bossuet 
among the \vriters upon tllcir vicws of the moral and 
Divine la\v, it ".ill be tilHe to ask whether subluission 
of 111ind and heart to a Divine Teacher is a " surrcnder 
of mental and 1noral freedonl." I t is 1natter of history 
that the study of the Catholic Faith has rapturously 
engaged the reason and heart of the noblest natures 
and deepest intellects that the ,vorld has ever known. 
\Vithout the golden rules of sCIl/irc CUIJl Ecc/{'sia and of 
submission to her infallible definitions, these intel- 
lectual giants ,vould have ,vandered like comets, and 
have been lost to the Church and to the \vorld. But,. 
following these two rules there is no one, be he laY1nan 
or priest, \vho tnay not devote, and this with the 
blessing of the Church, all his po\vers of intellect, all 
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he resources of his soul, to the exalnination, eluci- 
lation, and development of the truths anù Inysteries 
)f religion. N or is there a doctrine taught by the 
:hurch on ,vhich she does not engage the sublilnest 
ntellects of her children. She has no fear of reason. 
;he kno\vs and has defined that Revelation cannot 
:ontradict reason, that the truths of the supernatural 
:annot be in contradiction \yith those of the natural 
)rder. 
\Ve reply (3) that the Church has sho\\"11 her respect 
:or the dignity of hUlnan reason by the condemnation 
)f aJl those theories ".hich, by unduly limiting its 
?o\ver anù value, seemed to dishonour anrl degrade it. 

he has ever been the jealous guardian of the dignity 
)f human reason. 
2. \Ve Inay here be permitted to Inake a short di- 

ression froln the immediate subject of 1\lr. Gladstone's 
?an1phlet to another, closely connected \vith it. If ,ve 
;pe
d.
 of it at all it must be under the heading of the 
HU1Jlall elelnent of the Church. You kno\v that o\ving 
to the Church being compounded of a hUfi)an as ,yell 
as of a Divine elelnent, her children often present to 
the world the spectacle of sins and scandals. One or" 
the twelve Apostles becalne a thief and a Deicide, and 
one of the seven Deacons a heresiarch. Differences of 
slnaller n101nent arose among the Apostles and foun- 
ders of various ch urches, as bet\veen Paul and Bar- 
nabas. In one part of the \vorld you Inay_ hear of a 
nation sunk in corruption, or of a people tinged with 
rationalism. At times the sins of priests, bishops and 
even Popes \vill be a scanda1. But none of these 
human things can shake your faith in an Institution 
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'which is Divine. If they could, it ,,"ould only prove 
that you' had not based your faith upon its only true 
and sure foundation. 
The Church has been cOJnpared to the field sown 
by " the good man" \vith ,vheat, and by " the enemy" 
wi th cockle, and to a net gathering in all manner of 
fishes (jlJ att. xiii.). 
Upon this general principle then you \vill be able 
to interpret the value of t\VO scandalous letters by 
Lord Acton, ,vhich have been published in TIle TÙncs 
newspaper in connection \vith 1\lr. Gladstone's attack 
upon the Church. Firstly, then, scandal
 such as 
these Inust come. The noble author assured the world 
that he ,vas induced to Inake his historical revelations 
against S. Pius, Fénélon and others, in the cause of 
truth. \Ve say nothing of the loyalty or tenderness 
of a son towards his lTIother who, upon the occasion of 
her being grossly and unfairly attacked, should join 
,vith her assailants in exposing her frailties. The fact 
that she possesses an undying life and can bear ret 
crueller treattnent can scarcely mitigate our estilTIate 
of the conduct of such a son. He strikes, but pro- 
fesses that he call1lot kill. 
TIle Til11CS has described the charges brought 
against saintly l11eITI bers of his Church by Lord Acton, 
as " overwhelming." The j>all .ill all Ga
cttc could see 
only" three courses open to Catholics;" to rcfu.te 
them (a task it considered Catholics unequal to), or to 
deny the facts by an acr of authority (!), or to ùppro'l'e 
them. There is yet a fourth course po'\sible to one 
\\.ho distinguishes bet\veen illlpeccability and infalli- 
bility, and that might be to adtnit and regret them. 
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This last course, however, is by no lueans necessary. 
\Ve are not oursehies capable of the task of refuting 
the alleged stateluents, being neither sufficiently versed 
in obscurc history, nor having the sources of history 
,\'ithin our rcach. But it appears that the refutation 
of Lord Acton's various charges is forthcoming. * 
Be on your guard, dear brethren, against accepting 
strange and unknov;n tales of scandal until they are 
proved. Ask upon ,vhat evidence they rest; ,,'hether 
upon that of eye and ear \vitnesses, or upon hearsay; 
,vhether upon the testiluony of lnen of unilnpcachable 
veracity and disinterestedness, or upon that of in- 
triguers, courtiers, diplomatists, or politicians of luore 
than doubtful character.t Ascertain ,vhether the 
evidence lnay not be a forgery or have been tampered 
,vith; ,,'hether therc be not contradictory evidence 
adducible, ,vhich in a Court of justice luight cancel the 
indictment. Let these and similar enquiries be luade 
and answered before you believe in such statements as 
have been dug out and paraded by Lord Acton. 
3. \Ve no\v pass on to the lnain practical difficulty 
\vhich has been sugg
sted to the English people against 
your allegiance. It is \vell that you should have an 
ans\ver to those ,vho question you in good faith. 
" \Vhat," they say, " if a conflict take place bet\\"een 
the Spiritual and Civil Po,,'crs-that is, bet\veen the 


* See issues of TabId. 
 ov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19, 26, 1874, especially 
articles on "Lord Acton's evidence," and a lctter signed "E.S. K." 
"Lord Acton and S. P;us V.," "Lord Acton's proofs," and lctters 
.sig:lcJ " ,V. B. G.]. ," " Canon Toole," &c., &c. 
t The Dukc of Alva characterized Ridolfi, LQrd Acton's trustcd 
authority against S. Pius, as " a grcat babblcr." 
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Church and the Secular Govenll11cnt ?-,vhon1 should 
Catholics then obey? 
1
he reply is clear and categoric. (I.) I n the rnatter 
of the Di'i,Ù1C La'iÆl, ,ye ß1ust obey the Divine 1
eacher 
-i. c., the Supreme Guardian and Interpreter of the 
Di \"ine la "". The conflict, alas, has often arisen. It 
arose between the State and Christ, and the State de- 
livered I-lilu up to death; it arose between lIis Vicar 
and Nero, and Nero put hin1 to death; it arose bet\veen 
the Church and the Elnpire, and lasted for three hun- 
òred years, and the Elnpire regularly for three hundred 
years put the head of the Church to death; and so on 
in yarious tirues and places do\vn to our day, \"hen the 
luartyrs and confessors of the Church are suffering in 
the Corea, in Tenquin, and Prussia, in testimony to the 
suprelnacy of the n10ral and divine law. The Church 
is not the luaker, but the guardian and interpreter of 
these laws. She has no discretion but to declare theln. 
She has no po\ver \\rhatever to abrogate thenlo She 
Blust suffer for thcll1 to the death. 
(2.) If it be in a 111atter of þllYC0' ccclcsiasticalla'iv, 
the case is different. The Churc)} has always shown 
herself ready in every age to come to an understanding 
,vith the Civil Power, to relax her purely ecclesiastical 
laws, and sot1letimes even to repeal then1 in con fornlity 
,vith State exigencies. All history bears abundant 
,vitness to this, and ::\lr. Gladstone and every statestnan 
,,,ho has studied the history of his own tin1e is 
,\Oithout excuse if he docs not kno,v it. The civil and 
international law of Christendot11 frotn the fourth cen.6 
tury to our o\\"n has recognized the power of the Church 
as a contracting party. 'Vitness the concordats freely 
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entered into at differen t tin1es with every State in 
Europe; \vitness the legates, the nuncios, the plenipo- 
tentiaries, and Papal ministers at vdrious Courts. 
Their tnission, their sole l'aisoll d'être is to brino- 
, b 
about or to continue a tnutual, good, and friendly 
understanding bet\veen the Spiritual and Civil Power. 
But finally, \ve are ready to allo\v that after every- 
thing has been said and done, intricacies and en tan- 
glenlents may occasionally occur upon the border land 
which tnarks the Spiritual froin the 'Tenlporal territory. 
I t is so ,vith adjacent States and neighbouring King- 
donls in the same civil order. II uman ignorance or 
hutnan perversity tl1ay create a difficulty 'v here the 
limits tncct, and have not been tnutually, fully, and 
clearly agreed upon. To this ,ve reply, that the life 
and conduct of thc Church for eighteen centuries is 
an alnple guarantee for her love of peace and justice. 
E\'cn ".here her cause is clearly just, and she cannot 
,vithollt a betrayal of God's cause approve or yield, her 
appeals are not ll1ade to rebellion and the clash of arms, 
but to the reason and conscience of the hutnan race. 
Her strength, like that of \voman, lies not in physical, 
but in moral force. · 
4. Great stress has been laid upon the supposition 
that the infallibility of the Vicar of Christ forms a po- 
liticål and civil danger. 
The Vatican Council, in express \vords, defines that 
no lle'Zf) prerogative has been made or given. The de- 
finition of an ancient doctrine,-and 11r. Gladstone 
hiinself aIlo\vs it has been explicitly taught for a thou- 
sand years,-cannot create a 11C'ZU peril for human 
society. 
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Upon this very su bject Bishop I\1.ilner ,vrote thus 
vigorously before the passing of the Act of 1829: 
-" I ,vas educated in the belief of the Pope's inerrancy. 
Hut if the layman, ,vho never fails to ridicule 
the doctrine in question, is ,villing fairly to contest it, 
he knows where to meet an antagonist ready to engage 
,vith hin1. Against one assertion, ho,vever, of this 
,vriter, which insinuates the political danger resulting 
from the doctrine of Papal Infallibility, I ,,-ill hurl de- 
fiance at him; nothing being more easy to sho\v, than 
that no greater danger can result to the State from 
adlnitting the inerrancy of the Pope than from admit- 
ting that of the Church itself. "7
 
But 1\11". Gladstone cannot fail to have seen and 
read the Official Letter Cardinal Antonelli addressed 
in 1870, in ans\ver to a public StateSI11an on this very 
poin t. 
"The subjects (these are the ,vords of the Car- 
dinal) treated of (in the Council) are no ITIOre than 
the exposition of the maxims and fundalnental prin- 
ciples of the Church; principles repeated over anù 
over in the acts of fonncr general Councils, proclailned 
and developed in several Pontifical Constit u tions, pub- 
lished in all Catholic States, and Pdrticularly in the 
celebrated dogmatic Bulls beginning , 
Tlligcllitl/s' and 
'AuctorcIIl Fidt.'i,' ,,-here all the aforesaid doctrines arc 
generally confirmed and sanctioned; principles finally, 
\vhich have constantly formed the basis of teaching in 
an periods of the Church, and in all Catholic Schools, 
and have been defended by an innulllerable host of 


* It Ecclesiastical Democracy detected." 
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Ecclesiastical ,,'riters, whose ,yorks have served for text 
in public schools and colleges, government schools as 
\vell as others, ,vithout any contradiction on the part 
of the civil authority, but rather, for the nlost part, 
with the approbation and encouragement of the 
" 
same. 
" The Church has never intended, nor no\v intends, 
to exercise any dir<îct or absolute po\ver over the po- 
litical rights of the State. Having received from God 
the lofty mission of guiding men, \vhethcr individually 
or as congregated in society, to a supernatural end, she 
has by that very fact the authority and the duty to 
judge concerning the Inorality and justice of all acts, 
internal and external, in relation to their conformity 
,vith the natural and divine law. And as no action, 
whether it be ordered by a supreme power, or be freely 
elicited by an individual, can be exempt from this 
character of morality and justice; so it happens, that 
the judgment of the Church, though falling directly on 
the morality of the acts, indirectly reaches over every- 
thing with which that morality is conjoined. But this 
is not the same thing as to interfere directly in political 
affairs, which, by the order established by God and by 
the teaching of the Church herself, appertains to the 
telnporal po\ver 'ivitltout depelldence Oil allY otlter au- 
h . J, 
t onty. 0 
"Whereas no civil society can subsist without a su- 
preme principle regulating the morality of its acts and 
laws, the Church has received from God this lofty mis- 
sion, \vhich tends to the happiness of the people, ,vhile 
she in no "ray embarrasses by the exercise of this her 
ministry, the free and prompt action of government. 
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She, in fact, by inculcating the principle of rendering to 
God that \vhich is God's, and to Cæsar that \vhich is 
Cæsar's, itnposes at the same time upon her children 
the obligation of obeying the authority of J>rinces for 
conscience sake. But these should also recognise that 
if any\vhere a la\v is lnade opposed to the principles of 
etcrnal justice, to obey ,vould not be a giving to Cæsar 
that ,vhich is Cæsar's, but a taking from God that 
,vhich is God's." 
Another authority, ,vhose \yords should carry \veight, 
is the late Cardinal Tarquini, a ROlnan !Jrofessor, and 
canonist of the highest repute, \"ho \vas employed in 
the \vork of the Vatican Council. 
In his Juris Publici Ecclcsiastici /llstitutiollCS pub- 
lished in ROlne, he speaks as follo".s :-" In temporal 
matters, and \vith respect to a temporal scope, the 
Church has no authority over the State. This is proved 
by reason: For \vhatsoever is done in temporal nlatters, 
having in vic\v a telnporal end, is outside the object of 
the Church. N o\V it is a general rule, that no society 
hath po\ver beyond its o\vn scope. And again, it is 
proved fron1 the teaching of the Ch urch. For Pope 
Gelasius \vrites to the Emperor Anastasius: 'As far 
as concerns the order of civil government, the Bishops 
of the Church obcy thy la\vs, kno\ving that thou hast 
from God thine imperial order.' And St. Gregory the 
Great writes to Leo the Isaurian: 'As the Pontiff has 
no right to interfere in the affair.s of the impcrial house- 
hold, nor in conferring royal dignity, so neither hath 
the Emperor, &c.' Hence it fo110\v5 that the State, 
although composed of Catholics, yet in temporal mat- 
ters, and from a temporal point of vic\v, is by no nleans 
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subordinate to the Church, but quite independent of 
her. And ,vhen all the Fathers speak of the indepen- 
dence of the State froln the Church, their sense is 
plain." It ,vill perhaps add to the significance and 
value of this passage to n
te that its eminent author 
,vas one of \vhat Protestants call" an extrelne school,"- 
a son of S. Ignatius Loyola. The Church presents no 
greater danger to the State no\v than she has done since 
1829; our allegiance, and our relation and duties to the 
State, have been in no \vay changed or diminished by 
the Vatican Council. 
But if it be urged that the J>ope is made absolute 
and independent, and that this is a grievous danger; 
\ve reply that the Pope is bound by the n10ral and di- 
vine la\v, by the commandments of God, by the rules 
of the gospel, and by every definition in faith and 
Inorals that the Church has ever made. No man is 
Inore bound by la,\" than the Pope-a fact plainly 
kno\vn to hilnself, and to every bishop and priest in 
Christendom.* And one of the la\vs \vhich bind hiIn is 
the la\v he has taught by the condetnnation of the 63rd 
proposition in the S)'llabus, " It is la,vful to refuse obe- 
dience to legitimate princes and even to rebel against 
them." And has he not condemned every society that 
plots against the Civil Power? 
\Ve.lnight go further and ans\ver those ,vho taunt 
us with questions as to our civil allegiance: (I.) by de- 
claring that our allegiance to the Queen is nlore ell tire 
than that of Protestants-and to illustrate our mean- 
ing, (\ve hope \vithou t disrespect), ,ve nlight say ,vith 


* See further, Appendices A and B. 
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confidence, that if our Sovereign \vere to change her 
religion to-lnOrrO\v, the allegiance of Catholics \vould 
in no sense be itnpaired, \vhatever might be the atti- 
tude of extrelne Protestants and their appeals to the 
act of settlelnent. (2.) \Ve might answer by declaring 
that our civil allegiance is fir1l1Cr than that of Protest- 
ants, because it is based not nlerelyon reason and con- 
science, or the þrivall' interpretation of the Bible, but 
also, and tnore finnly, on the teaching and authority of 
a Church \vhich is, as \ve have she\vn, by its institution, 
Divine. In addition, therefore, to all grounds of alle- 
giance professed by our non-Catholic countrylncn, \ve 
add another, ,,'hich is Inost sacred. Beyond these there 
arc no guarantees for our loyalty and civil allegiance 
that \ye can either give or even ilnagine. 
5. \Ve commenced this letter \vith a statelnent of 
our general principles as to the obligations of civil and 
spiritual allegiance; \ve have shown the Divine consti- 
tution and character of our Church, the binding and 
unchangeable nature of the Divine La\v and of every 
definition Inade by the Church. And such, as ,,'e have 
exhibited by proofs and docutnents, is the nature and 
character of the Vatican Council, that it has added pos- 
itively nothing to \vhat existed before, beyond the 
legal definition of old truths. 
But \vhat is the theological purpose and drift of the 
" political" panlphlet which lies before us ? Is it seri- 
ously to call in question the civil allegiance of English 
and Irish Catholics? Avo\vedly not. 1\lr. Gladstone 
is good enough to consider them to be better than their 
religion, to be loyal to their Queen in spite of its laws 
and tendency. You cannot, and you do not, accept 
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this more than doubtful complÜncnt. For the Catho- 
lic ,vho should say that he \yas better than his religion, 
is not far fron1 practical Apostasy. \iVhat then is the 
theological object of the palnphlet? It is a plot with 
\vhich others are in collusion, and has a Gennan type 
and origin-a plot not only to so,v disscnsion alnong 
English Catholics, but to encourage disloyalty also to- 
,vards the Vicar of Christ. "Tell us," the pamphleteer 
seems to say, " tell us \vithout fear, tell us openly, tell 
us ,vithout declamation, and ,vithout ambiguity of 
'words :- \Vhat ,,'ould yo't do ,vere the Vicar of Christ 
to attempt to levy ,var upon the Queen, to command 
her death, and to destroy this British Enlpire? \Vhonl 
could you obey in a struggle between these t\\'o po,v- 
ers, each suprenlc in its order-bet\veen the Spiritual 
and the Telnporal Sovereignties? Speak out like Inen, 
,vhilst \ve stand by and applaud you." 
And you, dear children in Christ, you may reasona- 
bly ask this self-comlnissioned Inquisitor, by ",-hat 
right, by ,vhose authority he approaches you ,vith these 
insulting questions in his Inouth ? Has your civil allc- 
giance been called into doubt in the Cabinet, or in the 
Legislature, or in the civil tribunals of the country? 
Then ,vhy sublnit to its being questioned by one ,vho 
has not even the plea of being a minister of the 
Crown? 
The object is not to strengthen your civil allegiance, 
which needs no tonics, but to weaken your spiritual 
fidelity, or if this cannot be, then your tender reverence, 
your love and honour for the great Spiritual Father of 
Christendom. ' But tenus, he still urges, \Vhat ,vould 
you do, or at least ,vhat \vould you thillk, if Pius IX. 
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,vcre to invade this island; or to launch a thunderbolt 
against your Queen?' 
.l\ faithful Catholic and a loyal subject ,vould resent 
this political catechizing as though it \vere publicly in- 
quired of hiln- \Vhat ,vould be his behaviour towards 
his Inother \vere she to misconduct herself in public?- 
\vere she guilty of such and such acts? As \\re have 
every natural reason to love the honour of our mother, 
so have \ve every supernatural reason to shield the 
honour of the Vicar of our Lord, and to decline to en- 
tertain his enemies \yith a discussion on the ren10test 
of possibilities, or the foolishest of follies. 
But we have another and even a graver ans\ver than 
this, dra,vn though this. be out of the heart of Inan. 
The Apostle Paul shall reply. He shall reply to 1\lr. 
Gladstone in \vords of repeated ,yarning. He has need 
of them to-day. "Avoid," he says, " foolish questions 
and contentions and strivings about the la\v, for they 
are un profitable and vain" (Tit. iii. 9.) " Avoid foolish 
and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself unto godli- 
ness" (I. TÙIl. iv. 7). All these "profane and vain 
babblings" " 111inister questions rather than edification 
of God \vhich is in faith. No\v the end of the COln- 
Inandmcnt is charity from a pure heart and a good con- 
science and an unfeigned faith, from ,vhich things sOlne 
going astray, are turned aside unto vain babbling; de- 
siring to be teachers of the Ia\v, understanding neither 
the things they say, nor \vhereof they affirm. But \ve 
kno\v that the la\v is good if a man use it lawfully ,t (I. 
Tillt. i. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8). 
But if 1\lr. Gladstone shall insist \vith pertinacity, 
'\"e ,,"ill reply to hin1 once 1110re and ask him to point 
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out the passage in \vhich our Divine Lord cautions 
men against submission to the Spiritual Po\ver? Did 
He caution them against subtnission because individ- 
uals in authority might Inake mistakes? Even of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, h.ateful as they ,vere in His 
sight, He said" all things \vhatsoever they (seated on 
the chair of Moses) shall say to you, observe and do; 
but according to their ,yorks do ye not" (iIIatt. xxiii. 
3.) Is, then, obedience to Spiritual authority a danger 
to be apprehended no\v? 
And shall 've at this hour of the day,-,vith our 
Spiritual Father and Teacher in prison, because he has 
" loved justice and hated iniquity," and remains among 
the Sovereigns of Europe the only great column of 
truth and justice, as ,yell as of unfailing charity,-shall 
,ve contelnplate him as running counter to the La\v of 
God and to the definitions of the Church, in order to 
gratify l\Ir. Gladstone and others, \"hose eud is neither 
edification nor our civil allegiance, but" foolish ques- 
tions and contentions and strivings about the la,v ? " 
No, you ,vill be faithful to your Queen and you ,vill 
be faithful to your Pope. There can be no antagonism 
between the ,yorks of God, unless the sin of man cre- 
a te it. 
6. The subject of the deposing po\ver of the Pope 
has been brought for\vard again by Mr. Gladstone and 
others; not, ho\vever, as though it formed a practical 
danger to any existing State, however \vicked. The 
question ,vhether this power comes within the authori- 
ty besto\ved upon S1. Peter and his successors is purely 
speculative. It is no Inatter of Catholic faith, and is 
properly relegated to the schools. But tl
is \\re Inust 
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say, to fear the result of this purely speculative ques- 
tion is scarcely consistent \vith the COmlTIOn sense of a 
practical people, like the English. It \,,'ould form as 
useful and seasonable a subject of discussion at the pre- 
sent day as it would have been at Jerusalem or Rome, 
had the quid IlU/lCS of those days sat do\vn to exanline 
\vhether Peter, \vhen "sleeping bet,veen t\\'o soldiers, 
and bound ,vith t\vo chains" (Acts xii.), could have de- 
posed King Herod; or \\'hether, \vhen l1e lay in the 
nethermost prison of the l\lanlertine he could have de- 
throned the infamous N ero. To these passing obser- 
vations ,ve \vill add,- 
(I). That there is no mention of this po"rer in the 
Syllabus or in the EllchiridiOll SY1JlbolorUJJl t.t Dcjillitio- 
11111/1 J. ì.dci. 
(2). That no one has ever breathed the idea of Pius 
IX. exercising it, even in the case of King Victor 
Emn1anuel. 
(3). That \vhen, in the centuries of undivided Chris- 
tendol11, it \vas used at the request of the oppressed 
against their \vicked and unj ust oppressors; it ,vas used 
very seldom; \vith great fornlality; after fruitless ad- 
monitions and invitations to atllend; as an act of jus- 
tice; and finally its execution ,vas left entirely to the 
people. 
When Mr. Gladstone, as PrÏtlle Minister of the 
Crown, introduced a Court of Arbitration to settle in- 
ternational differences, he unconsciously justified this 
principle, that in the proper constitution of human so- 
ciety there is a need of a Supreme Judge in the cause 
of justice" by ,vhich kings reign." 
(4). Dlll ing this century over thirty Sovereigns have 
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been violently deposed by factions of their subject 
populations. Is it a question whether Sovereign
 have 
gained by the exchange of the SUprelTIC Tribunal of 
the Pope for the supren1c tribunal of the rnob? or 
whether civil allegiance is lnore sacred and inviolable 
no\v than \vhen united ChristendolTI carried the Vicar 
of Christ in triu111ph as the Supreme Arbiter and Judge 
of Israel?* 
(5). Lastly, ,ve would respectfully observe that those 
who are so sensitively tender at the mention of the in- 
direct deposing po,ver of the Pope (though it ,vill never, 
as ,ve believe, be exercised again), on the ground that 
religion has no right to trench on the. civil authority, 
\vould do well to remember, that \vcre the Sovereign 
of this Empire-including froln 9tOOO,OOO to 10,000,000 
of Catholics-to change her religion for that of the Ca- 
tholic Church, she ,,,ould thereby, ipso facto, cease to 
reign, and be deposed. So that it ,vould appear that 
the principle of the authority of religion, even in civil 
matters, is adlnitted in the British Constitution, \vhich 
lays do\vn that an English sovereign who does not pro- 
fess the Protestant religion is unable or unfit to reign. 
7 . Does anyone object that in conseq uence of the 
Vatican Council, or of their Religious Creed, Catholic 
electors or members of Parliament are not free to vote 
as they please, or that their political freedom is curtail- 
ed by their Church? 
1\'11'. Gladstone has not raised this question in terms, 
but he has covertly implied it. You, brethren, can 
give the answer, You are as free as others to follo\v 


* See Appendix C. 
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your reason and conscience in thc discernment of the 
lI10ral character of the various political questions which 
cOlne before you. To say that your conscience and 
reason are illutl1ined by the general principles of Ca- 
tholic Faith and morality, is sin1ply to say that you 
are Catholics. But in thcir particular application in 
COlnmon political life you are each one of you as free 
to judge and act as any Protestant. You kno\v, frol11 
your own experiencc, ho\v frte you arc in all tnatters 
of simple politics. \Vhen "'C ourselves think it right 
to lay before you our vie\v of a political tl1easure, you 
are neither bound nor expected to adopt our vie\v if 
your conscience and reason think us l11istaken. But 
is not the Pope brought in on every occasion? This 
is part of the "great Protestant Tradition ., of Exeter 
Hall, ,,'hich believes the Pope to be a DClIs cx l/lac/lilld, 
and a good Catholic, a knave, or a fool. 7:- 
But at least it \vill be adlnittcd that the Catholic 
vote helped to thro\v out the Gladstone Government. 
\Ve fully admit the allegation. It is perfectly true 
that the Irish Catholic Inen1bers anù Inany Catholic 
electors in England indirectly, contributed to the de- 
feat of a Governn1cnt ,vith \vhich, on most points, they 
had been in sYlnpathy. They acted, each one freely 
and upon his own choice, in the application of a Catho- 
lic general principle, viz., that Education l/lUst bc Reli- 
gious. 1\lr. Gladstone resents their choice in differing 
from hilnself,-hinc illæ laC1)"llæ. 
8. The Catholic Ch urch is charged \vith statements 
made by English and Irish Prelates prior to the pass- 


* See Appendix D, 
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ing of the Catholic En1ancipation Bill; statelnents 
which could not, indeed, be Inade no\v in all respects, 
but which Mr. Gladstone tells us " powerfully operated 
on the open and trustful temper of this [English] peo- 
ple to ind uce theln to grant the great and 
just concession of 1829." \Ve are perfectly ready to 
undertake the defence of these Prelates, and that upon 
the Inost solid grounds; but it need not be no\v. 
If, however, they be accused of minimising doc- 
trine, \vhat shall \ve say of the reservation, the minin1- 
ising of history, practised "on the open and trustful 
temper of the English people," by 1\lr. Gladst.:>ne, in 
his" Political Expostulation?" He has been pleased 
to ignore the real Inotives upon \vhich the Catholic 
Emancipation Bill \\raS passed, in order to attach a 
stiglna upon the good faith of the Catholic Church to- 
"rards the English people. These real motives must 
have been present to the n1ind of a Statesman living in 
the very light of the history of his O\Vll time; but they 
,vill not be present to the mind of, they ,,,ill never have 
been even heard of by, millions among ,vhom this poli- 
tical, "No Popery" palnphlet is being industriously 
circulated at reduced price. 
In order, therefore, that the facts ,vhich led to your 
Elnancipation may be present at least to your mind, 
,ve venture to lay. before you the following extracts 
from ,,'ell kno\vn historical authorities :- 
In the ll.[cllloirs by Sir Robert PClI, (London, John 
1\1: urray, 1856), Part 1., pp. 365, 366, ,ve read :- 
"I do solemnly affirm, . that in advising 
and promoting the measures of ] 829, I \vas swayed by 
no fear except the fear of public calamity, and that I 
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acted throughout on a deep conviction that those Inea- 
sures ,vere not only conducive to the general ,velfare, 
but that they had become ilnperatively necessary in 
order to avert from interests ,vhich had a special claim 
upon my support-the interests of the Church and of 
institutions connected ,v.ith the Church-an imminent 
and increasing danger." 
See also, pp. 300-362, Peel's letter to the Bishop 
of Lilnerick, in ,yhich he enunlerates six reasons for 
the concession, ,,"ithout a ,vord implying that he ,vas 
influcnced by any staten1ents of Catholics repudiating 
Papal dictation. 
To the saIne purpose is his Inen10randa on the 
question, pp. 284-294, and pp. 300-308. 
I n The Grci'i/le ...lleu/oirs (Longlnans, I 874), Vol. 1., 
pr 133, Chapter 4 [1828], occur the following:- 
"The success of the Catholic question depends 
neither on \Vhigs nor Torics; the formej- of ,vholn 
have not the power, and the latter not the inclination 
to carry it. The march of tirne and the state of Ire- 
]anlL "'ill effect it in spite of everything, and its 510'" 
but continued advance can neither bc retarded by its 
enelnies nor accelerated by its friends." 
P. 168, " I t "
as the Clare elcction \\
hich convinced 
both hirl1 (Peel) and thc Duke that it Inust be done. 
If the Irish Catholics had not brought matters 
to this pass by agitatio!1 and association, things might 
have relnained as they ,vere for evcr, and all thcse 
'ruries ,,'ould havc votcd on till the day of their death 
ag(linst theIn." Read the ,,-hole of Ch. V., pp. 164- 
220. See also GlIi:::ot"s J/ClIloirs of Sir Robert lYre! 

 Ben tIey, 1857). 
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P. 40, in Sir R. Peel's opening speech, he says:- 
"I yield, therefore, to a moral necessity which I 
cannot control, unwilling to push resistance to a point 
which might endanger the establishments that I ,vish 
to defend." 
Again, read in the Lift' of tllC Duke of I VeIling ton, 
by J. H. Stocqueler, vol. 11., (1853,) the speech of 
\Vellington, April, 1829:- 
" I caIl on those \v ho apprehend that danger (viz., to 
the Established Church) to state clearly ,vhether that 
danger, on this particular occasion, is Inore to be 
expected as resulting from legislation or frol1l vio- 
Icnct'. " 
Again, in the Life and C/laracter of Sir Robert Peel, 
by 
ir Lawrence Peel, 1860, ,ve have this testimony :- 
"Their conduct has been stigmatised as a concession 
to violence. Concession of this nature to the 
demands of an excited people, \vhether of a \vhole 
empire or of a part, \vill be judged from the nature of 
t!le demand and the motives of those ,vho yicld to it." 
And lastly, "re Inight refer to the L.ife of the Duke 
of U1ellÙlgtoll. By Sir James Ed\vard Alexander, 1840, 
VoL II., Ch. x., pp. 439-471. 
In his speech, April 2, 1829, \Vellington referred to 
the prospect of civil \var as his chief motive for having 
brought in the Bill, p. 463 : 
" I f I could avoid, by any sacrifice whatever, even 
one month of civil ,var in the country to \vhich I am 
attached, I would sacrifice my life in order to do it." 
See again details, in his speech in reply, p. 468. 
9. I t is m3.nifestly impossible to treat at length of 
many details \vithin the conlpass of a Pastoral lett
r. 
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But ,vhilst 1\1r. Gladstone is flooding* the country \\'ith 
copies of his indictlnent against your honor and your 
religion, we lnust indicate, as it ,vere ,vith the tip of 
the pen, the character of one more point ,vhich is of 
son1e importance. 
(I.) Mr. Gladstone is as unskilled and unlearned in 
the scientific and technical language used by the 
Pastors of the Catholic Church among themselves as 
he is prej udiced against the Faith itself. La\v and 
1\ledicine have their own precise terminology and 
language, and the uninitiated cannot read theln. It 
is so, precisely, with Catholic theology viewed as a 
science. The Encyclicals and the Syllabus ,vere ad- 
dressed not to the people, but to the Episcopate, by 
the Vicar of Christ. Those ,,, ho have been accus- 
tomed to consider Bishops as civil functionaries, re- 
ligion as an appanage of the State, and to detennine 
doctrine by lay tribunals, may perhaps be pardoned if 
they forget that, in dealing ,vith the Catholic Church, 
they have to do with a ,vholly different order of ideas, 
and are out of their depth until they have sat under 
scientific teachers, as Paul at the feet of Gaillaliel. It 
is for the Bishops to expound the true sense of the 
scientific language of the Catholic Church.t 
(2.) \Vhile far from saying that the doctrines of the 
Syllabus are acceptable to the ,vorId, or that the ,vor1d 
,vill ever relish them in their entirety until it has been 
reconverted to the Gospel of Truth, \\'e unhesitatingly 


* It is publicly stated that 73,000 copies have been issued up to 
the present time. 
t See the remarkable Pastoral of the Bishop of Birmingham. 
.Burns and Oil/tIS. 
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affinn that 11r. Gladstone has so distorted the Ineaning 
of the propositions of the Syllabus as to make it a 
mockery of the Church's doctrine. \Ve are prepared 
to show that the propositions ,vhich have been n10st 
misrepresented and misunderstood are to be found ill 
principle, like hard-set mortar, in the deep foundations 
of the Constitution of England. 


IX.-COXCLUSION. 


From all that has been said ,ve dra,v these three 
conclusioi1s :- 
I. No hUlnan being, or hUlnan organization, stands 
between us and our Civil Sovereign. Conscience, and 
reasoi1, and the la\v of God, alone can come between 
us. A divine, and not a hUlnan teacher, interprets for 
. us the la\v of God. \Ve are not the subjects of a 
Foreign Power. The Pope, as Vicar of Christ, is to us 
no Inore a foreigner than Jesus Christ. Our civil al- 
legiance is undivided and without lilnit in its own 
order. 
2. They do not " forfeit Inental and Inoral freedoln t, 
,vho are taught by a Divine Teacher. But they are 
llot mentally and morally free who, having heard of e 
such a Teacher, do not seek Hiln, or ,vho having found 
Him, reject His teaching. 
3. Mr. Gladstone "has conjured" up a phantoln 
'v hich it ,vill be ,veIl for hiln if he can "con j lIre 
down." On a Inistaken. plea, and starting on an 
assumed prelnise, he endeavours to kindle political 
and civil hate. among the united people of a Great 
Empire. We qo np
 wish to - suppose th
t he h
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done this evil for power or place; he cannot have done 
it in the calm of an In1perial Stateslnan. The judg- 
111cnt of Illotives ,ve leave to others. 
Finally, ,ve feel, dear brethren, no alann. The 
discussion of our doctrines, even through contradic- 
tion, ".ill further Truth. The English people are not 
to be duped ".ithin a quarter of a century by t\VO 
Durhanl Letters. The .chief organs of the Press within 
this Diocese, the men of business in our populous 
to\\.ns, the strength and 111anhood of a common-sense 
people, have appreciated the situation. II} religion, 
\\.e are, alas, divided; but in civil life and mutual con- 
fidence \\.e are as 01lC. For ourselves and flock ,ve are 
satisfied to leave the verdict on our allegiance, and on 
our political and civil conduct to the fair judglnent of 
t he English people. 
\\" e " C01/lll1Clld J'01t to God alld to the "fjord of His 
Grace." (A\ctS xx. 32.) 
.. JIa)' the God of Iloþe Jill )'011 u,1ith all peace and JOY 
Ùl bclie'i'Ùlg _,. that )'Olt 1Jlay abound Ùl Iloþe alld z:n the 
pO';l'cr f!J tIle Ho
J' Ghost." (Rom. xv. 13.) 
" TValk l-ircltlJlsþcct!y . . .. for the days are C'lJZt." 
(Eph. v. 15, 16.) 


Given at Salford, on the Feast of S. Francis Xavier, 
Decelnber 3rd, 1874, and comlnanded to be read, in 
pùrt, in all our Chapels and Churches, and to be circu- 
letted, in its entirety, among the members of our Flock. 


+ HERBERT, BisllOP of Safford. 


c. J GADn, Secrdary'. 
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APPENDICES. 


APPENDIX A. 


Dr. VOll DöllÙlger Oil the growth, office, power, IÙnz:tations 
and perpetuity of the Papacy. 
Let us hear the matured historical testi
ony of one 
,vholn l\tlr. Gladstone describes as "the most famous 
and learned living theologian of the Roman COlnmu- 
nion, Dr
 von Döllinger,"-although he had already as- 
signed to Dr. Newrnan the place of "the first living 
theoiogian no\v within the ROlnan Con1munion." With 
lVlr. Gladstone it seelns that Ecclesiastical History and 
theology are the saIne, and that a Church Historian is 
always. a theologian.. 
In regard to the foIIo\ving valuable extracts, \ve 
need only point out the strange absence of purely theo- 
logical statelnents and arguments; this absence does 
not invalidate the Professor's testilnony,-it \vill be ac- 
counted by some persons to strengthen it-but it leaves 
his narrative incomplete, and partially accounts for his 
recent defection. 
In the following pages, then, taken froln one of Dr. 
von Döllinger's last publications, " The Church and the 
ClzlIrches," (Hurst & Blackett, 1862,) may be seen what 
11r. Gladstone caI1s " the truth and authority of history 
and the inestimable value of the historic spirit." 
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" Let us now approach sOlne\\" hat nearer to the in- 
stitution of the Papacy, \vhich is comparable with no 
other; and let .us cast a glance at its history. Like to all 
living things, like to the Church itself of \vhich it is the 
cro\\'n and the corner-ston.e, the Papacy has passed 
through an historical develoPlncnt full of the Inost 
Inanifold and surprising '/icissitudes. But in this its his- 
tory is the law \vhich lies at the foundation of the 
Church--the la\v of continualòevelopment-of a growth 
froln \vithin outwards. The Papacy had to pass through 
all the changes and circumstances of the Church, and 
to enter \vith it into every process of construction. Its 
birth begins with t\VO nlighty, significan t, and far-ex- 
tending \vords of the Lord. He to \vholn these \vords 
,vere addressed, realised theIn in his own person and 
actions, and planted the institution of the infant Church 
in the central point-at ROlne. There it silently grew, 
occulto 'lIClllt arbor ac'l'O / and in the oldest time it only 
showed itself forth on peculiar occasions; but the out- 
lines of the po"'er and the ecclesiastical authority of 
the I
oman Bishops \vere ever constantly becorning 
n10re evident and more proininent. The Popes ,vere, 
even in the tilne of the ROinan Enlperors, the guard- 
ians of the \vhole Church, exhorting and ,varning in all 
directions, disposing and judging, 'binding and loos- 
ing. Complaints ,vere not seidoin expressed of the 
use \vhich, in particular cases, Rome had made of its 
po,ver. Resistance ,vas offered, because the Pope ,vas 
supposed to have been deceived; an appeal ,vas pre- 
ferred to him, ,vhen it 'vas beJieved he had been better 
informed; but there ,vas no refusal to obey his com- 
mands. In general, his interference in Church affairs 
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was less necessary; and the reins of Church discipline 
needed less to be drawn tightly, so long as the general 
Church, \vith few exceptions, was found within the 
liInits of the Roman Empire, \vhen it \vas so firmly 
kept together by the strong bands of the civil order, 
that there could neither be occasion nor prospect of 
success to any reaction on the part of va60us nation- 
alities, which, on the \vhole, ,vere broken and kept 
down by Roman dOlnination." (p. 41.) 
"\Vhat is no\v, and in point of fact, the actual 
function and vocation of the Papacy, and why is the 
,vhole existence of the Church at this tilne, and in fu- 
ture, so inseparably bound up with the existence of the 
papal authority, and ".ith its free exercise ?" 
"The Catholic Church is a most opulent, and, at 
the same time, a Inost multifarious organisln. Its 
mission is nothing less than to be the teacher and 
Inoulder of all nations; and however much it Inay find 
itself hampered in this task; ho\vever limited may be 
the sphere of action allowed to it, by this or that 
government, its task always rernains the same, and the 
Church requires and possesses an abundance of po\ver 
to attain its purpose; it has a great number of various 
institutions, all directed to the same end, and with 
these it is continually creating new. All these powers, 
these institutions, these spiritual comlnunities, stand in 
need of a supreme guidance, \vith a firm and strong 
hand, in order that they may work harmoniously 
together; that they may not degenerate, and may not 
lose sight of their destination; that they may not sui- 
cidally turn their capabilities, one against the other, or 
against the unity .and \velfare of the Church.. It is 
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only an ecclesiastical primacy can fulfil this mission- 
it is the Papacy alone that is in a position to keep every 
mel11ber in its o\vn sphere, and to pacify every dis- 
turbance that may arise." 
., Besides this, there is another task, just as difficult as 
it is illlportant, \vhich it lies upon the Papal See to fulfil." 
" It is the duty, narnely, of the Pope to represent 
and to defend the rights of individual Churches against 
the dOl11ination of states and n10narchs; to ,vatch that 
the Church be not altered in its character, nor crippled in 
its po\ver, by becoming interwoven \vith the State. 
For this purpose, ,,,ith the voice and action of the 
church il11111ediately concerned, the intervention of the 
Supreme Church authority becomes indispensable; since 
this stands above and outside of the conflicts, \"hich 
l11ay possibly arise between anyone church and the 
state; and it solely is capable in its high and inaccessi- 
ble position, and in possession of the richest experiences, 
,von in centuries of ecclesiastical governillent, to specify 
accurately the claims of both parties, and so serve as a 
stay and support to the "'eaker-to the one which 
othenvise must inevitably succumb before the manifold 
means of compulsion and seduction which lie at the 
comrnand of modern states." 
" It is, 1110reover, a beautifu1, sublime, but certainly 
difficult mission of the Papal See-a mission only to be 
fulfilled by the strength of an enlightened \visd.Ol11 and 
a cOl11prehensive knowledge of mankind-and that is, 
to be just to the claÏtlls of individual nations in the 
Church; to comprehend their necessities, and restrain 
their desires \vithin the limits required by the unity of 
the Church." 
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" For all this there is ,vanted a po,ver opulently en- 
do\ved ,vith manifold vie\vs and prerogatives. If there 
\vere a primacy of dignity and honour, ,yithout any 
real po,ver, the Church ,vould be but badly served. 
This is not the place to enumerate all the particular 
rights ,vhich the Pope exercises in the ordinary course 
of his administration over the Church. They may be 
found in every hand-book of ecclesiastical la\v. But 
concerning the measure and extent, the lilnitation or 
illilnitability of the Papal po\ver, a fe\v ,yords, amid the 
prevailing confusion of ideas on the subject, cannot be 
considered as superfluous." 
" Outside of the Catholic Church it has become al- 
most a COlnlnon fonn of speech-to brand the Papal 
power as being boundless, as being absolutist, as one 
,yhich recognizes no la\v capable of controlling it. 
There is a great deal of talk of ' ROlnish omnipotence,' 
or of one at least ,vith a never unceasing pretension to 
universal dominion. Persons Inaintain that 'Rome 
never foregoes a claim ,vhich she has once put for""ard ; 
that she keeps such constantly in view, and upon every 
favourable opportunity strives to enforce it. .\11 these 
representations and accusations are untrue and unjust. 
The Papal po\ver is in one respect the most restricted 
that can be itnagined, for its determinate purpose is 
Inanifest to all persons; and as the Popes themselves 
have innu
nerable tin1es openly declared that purpose, 
'to tnaintain the la"ws and ordinances of the Church, 
and to prevent any infringement of them.' The Church 
has long Soince had its established ordinances and its 
legislation drøtermined on, even to the most minute 
points. The Papal See is thus, then, before all others, 
" 
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called upon to give an example of the most rigid ad. 
herence to Church tenets; and it is only upon this con- 
dition that it can rely upon obedience to itself on the 
part of individual churches, or calculate upun the re- 
spect of the faithful. lIenee cvery one thoroughly ,veIl 
grounded in a kno,vledge of ecclesiastical legislation 
can, in most cases, ,vith certainty a:1ticipate ,vhat the 
Papal decision ,vill be. Besides this, a considerable 
portion of Church ordinances rests, according to the 
vie,vs of Catholics, on the Divine COlnlnandlnent, and 
are consequently for everyone, and of course for the 
Papal power also, not to be tampered ,vith. The Pope 
cannot dispense ,vith things ,vhich are cOlnmanded by 
Divine La\v. This is universafl y acl:no\\'ledged. \Vhat, 
then, can restrain the Pope? De l\Iaistre says,' Every- 
thing-canons, laws, national customs, Inonarchs, tri- 
bunals, national asselnblies, prescription, remonstrances, 
negotiations, duty, fear, prudence, and especially public 
opinion, the Queen of the \V orld.' " 
" In another respect, the Papal authority is certainly 
truly sovereign and free, onc, too, ,vhich, according to 
its nature and purpose for extraordinary accidents and 
exigencies, Inust be endowed ,\"ith an altogether extra- 
ordinary po,ver to control every mere hunlan right, and 
to pennit or ordain exceptions to general rules. It 
may occur that serious elnbarrassments, ne\v situations 
of things. may be placed before the Church; and to 
,,,hich existing ecclesiastical ordinances do not extend, 
and in \vhich a solution can be found only by overstep- 
pi ng the regulations in force. I f the necessity of the 
case requires it, , the Pope,' as Bossuet says, 'can do 
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all,' * of course \vith the exception of what is contrary 
to the Divine La\v." (pp. 44-7.) 
" The delusion that the Papal See has arrogated to 
itself a despotic and absolute po\ver, and exercised it 
\vherever it ,vas not restrained by fear, is so generally 
diffused, especially in Germany and England-it is so 
customary to proclain1 the boundlessness of that power, 
and the defencelessness in \vhich individual Churches 
and persons find thelnselves ,vhen opposed to it, that I 
cannot refrain froln exposing the error by a few deci- 
sive testimonies. Let us hear on this matter one \v ho 
,\'as a pope hin1self-Pius VII. :- 
" 'The Pope,' he says, in an official document dra\vn 
up in his name, and haviag reference to Germany t- 
, The Pope is bound by the nature and the institutions 
of the Catholic Church, ,,,hose head he is, \vithin cer- 
tain litnits, which he dare not overstep, \vithout vio- 
lating his conscience, and abusing that Sl1prelne po\ver 
,vhich Jesus Christ has confided to him to elnploy for 
the building up, and not the destruction, of His Church. 
Inviolable lilnits for the head of the Church are the 
doglnas of the Catholic faith, ,vhich the Roman bishops 
may, neither directly nor indirectly, violate; and al- 
though in the Catholic Church faith has ahvays been 
regarded as unalterable, but discipline as alterable, yet 
the Roman bishops have, \vith respect even to discip- 
1ine, in their actual conduct, always held certain limits 
sacred, although by this means they acknowledge the 


* U Dcfens. Declar. ," 2, 20; Oeuvres," vol. xxxiii. p. 354. 
t U Esposizione dei sentimenti de Sua Santita," in the treatise, 
" Die N euesten Grundlagen der Deutsch-Katholischen Kirchenver. 
vassung." Stuttgard, 1821, p. 334. 
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obligation never to undertake any novelty in certain 
things, and also not to subject other parts of discipline 
to alterations, unless upon the 1110st il11portant and irre- 
pugnable grounds. \Vith respect to such principles, 
the l
oman bishops have never thought that they could 
adlnit any change in those parts of discipline \vhich are 
directly ordained of Jesus Christ Hilnself; or of those 
\vhich, by their nature, enter into a connection \vith 
dogrl1as; or of those \vhich l11ay have been attacked by 
erroneous believers to sustain these innovations; or also 
in those parts on ,vhich the Rotnan bishops, on account 
of the consequences that tnight result to the disparage- 
ment of religion and of Catholic principles, do 110t think 
then1selves entitled to adrnit a change, ,vhatever the 
advantages tnight be offered, or \\'hatevcr the an10unt 
of evils tnight be threatened. 
" 'So far as concerns other parts of Church disci- 
pline, ,vhich arc not c01l1prehended in the classes above- 
mentioned, the Rorl1an Bishops have felt no hesitation 
in rnaking many changes; but they have always been 
grounded on the principles on \v h ich every \vell-ordered 
society rests; and they have only given their consent 
to such changes \vhen the need or the welfarc of the 
Church required thern.'" (pp. 47-9.) 
"Cardinal Antonelli, Prefect of the I)-opaganda 
(under ,,,horn the Irish Bishops are placed), addressed, 
on the 23rd June, 1791, a l{escript to the l\rchbishops 
and Bishops of Ireland, \vherein it ,vas said :-' \Ve 
rl1ust very carefully distinguish between the real rights 
of the Apostolic See, and what have been, ,vith an in- 
ill1ical intention, in modern tilnes iln pu ted to it. The 
Roman See has never taught that faith \vas not to be 
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kept \vith 'heretics;' or,' that an oath of allegiance 
Inade to kings, in a state of separation from a Catholic 
comtnunity, could be broken;' or, 'that it 'ivas allowa- 
ble for a Pope to illtcrfcre with their tClltporal rights aut! 
possessioll.)".' This Rescript has been often enough 
printed, and I do not kno,v ,vhat could be said Inore 
clearly or distinctly.".x- (p. 50.) 
"\Vho ,,,ill pronounce on the ilnn1ediate future? 
Do ,ve kno\v \\' hat is cOIning in Gennany? Are \ve in 
Central Europe not approaching some mighty convul- 
sion? Is not the lVlazzini party lurking behind Pied- 
Inont to hurl Italy into the throes and tortures of a 
social and anti-christian revolution? \Vho can say ho,v 
In uch in I taly and else\vhere \vill lneet destruction? 
One thing, ho,vever, is certain. Alnidst all ,vrecks, one 
Institution \vill remain erect, ,vill consta.ntly emerge 
from the flood of revolution-for it is indestructible, 
ilnmortal-it is the Chair of St. Peter. If I alTI asked 
\vhence I dra\v this assurance, I may point to the Bible 
as mv answer-' Tholl art the R.ock,' &c. But I \vill 

 
give another ans\ver, derived fro111 the very nature of 
the thing itself: The Papal See \vill not be destroyed, 
because it is .reachable by no hUlnan po\ver; because 
no one on earth is strong and po\verf ul enough to de- 
stroy it. If all the Po\vers of Europe \vere to unite for 
its destruction, they could not effect it. All that hu- 
man po\ver can do is to compel it to Inake a pilgriln- 
age; and, for a longer or shorter time, to keep its seat 
a\vay froln Rome. And, lastly, this Chair will not be 


* See "Ami de la Re1igion," vol. xviii. ; also in the works of 
Archbishop Affre of Paris, "Essai sur la Suprematie temp. du Pape," 
p. 508. 
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destroyed, because it is indispensable and irreplaceable, 
for it fornls the keystone of the ,vhole building of the 
Ch urch. 'Oil lze dltruit que cc qu' Oil rt
lllplacc: That 
the Papacy can ever be replaced by anything else, no 
one ,,'ill seriously maintain. It is the keystone that 
holds the \vhole edifice of the Church together, that 
Inakes the Church ,vhat it is and ,,,hat it ought to be: 
a ,vorld-Church-the only society that has in earnest 
fulfilled the given purpose of God-that is, to eInbrace 
all humanity, and find room for all nations." 
., Should this all-keeping, all-sustaining keystone 
be taken a\vay, the ,vholc \vill fall asunder, the Church 
"'ill be split according monarchies and nationalities; 
from the Christian religion ,vill be rent that noble je\ve1 
besto,ved by her founders; that privilege that stands 
alone in history-the privilege and the strength to 
unite all nations in one great ,vhole, yet ,vithout injury 
to then1 as nations.. The faithful throughout the ,vorId 
desire not to belong to a French or a Spanish, a Ba- 
varian or an Austrian Church; they desire to belong 
to ONE church, THE Church, t!le only Catholic Church 
-in other ,,'ords, all ,vill be subject to the Pope, and 
,,'ill, in community \vith him, feel and acknowledge 
themselves as Illembers of ' the Catholic Church.' " 
"The Papacy, then, \vill continue, because God 
\vills it, because every Catholic believes it, because 
two hundred Inillions of Inen in all parts of the \vorld 
desire it, because everyone \vho kno\vs the condition 
of the ,vorld ackno\vledges it. There are eneillies-- 
many enemies-of the Temporal Po\ver of the Papacy; 
but, within the Catholic world, there lives no enelny 
of the Pope's Spiritual Po,ver, or only such as are at 
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the same time the enemies of the Christian religion." 
(p. 47 0 .) 
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Inllocellt III. 's IÙJlz"tatioJl, of the Paþal Power. 
It is difficult to Inake a selection from the vast 
number of Papal doculnents \vhich indicate the scope, 
and at the saine tÏ1ne the limitation of the Roman 
Pontiff's po\ver. \Ve quote the follo\ving, \vritten in 
1204, \vhen the Papacy \vas in the zenith of its prestige 
and influence, frol11 the famous letter, Novit llll
, of 
Innocent III. to the Bishops of France, in the matter 
of the dispute bet\veen Philip and John, the Kings of 
France and England. 
" No person should imagine that \ve pretend to 
disturb or diminish the jurisdiction of the illustrious 
King of the French, any Inore than he desires to inter- 
fere \vith ours. \Ve do not pretend to pro- 
nounce judgment as to the fief, judgment on this 
matter belongs to his jurisdiction; but \ve pronounce 
as to tIle sill. To censure sin belongs, \vithout doubt, 
to our office, and \ve can, and \ve ought, to exercise 
this office irrespectively of persons. The Royal dignity 
should not consider itself slighted by submitting on 
this subject to the Apostolic judgment, for the Em- 
peror Valentinian said to the Suffragans of l\Iilan, ( Set 
up for us a Bishop before \vhom, ,ve ourselves who 
govern the Empire, may sincerely bo\v our head, and 
from whom \ve, as men subject to sin, may receive 
needful advice, as Inedicine from a physician.' 


. 
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Seeing that ,ve do not rest our authority upon a human 
constitution, but rather upon a Constitution ,vhich is 
Divine,-our authority being not of man, but of God, 

very one kno,vs that it is part of our office to 
adlninister correction for all grievous sin to every 
Christian, and to visit ,vith Ecclesiastical censures 
those \vho despise correction.Jt.--Hist. de r Eglist', by 
Rohrbacher, vol. 17, p. 285. 


.l\PPEN1)IX C. 


Curious statistical cOlltrast arising out of " the 'rtghts of 
1Ilal1," a1ld the deposillg Power of tIle Popes. 
Mgr. Gautne, in his ,york on La Situatio1l, in 1860, 
gave sOlne curious statistics, ,vhich being corrected 
do\vn to 1875, no\v stand as fo11o\\'s :-Since the falnous 
" Rights of 111an " ,vere proclailned at the end of last 
century 45 thrones have been overthro\vn, 25 royal 
families driven into exile, 34 Charters or Constitutions 
dra\vn up, sworn to, and destroyed. As a vindication 
of the" Rights of Inan," ,vithin the span of one hUlnan 
life this is grimly significant. The legal depositions 
pronounced by Pontiffs through all the centuries 
scarcely reach a dozen. But then the Pontiffs have 
ahvays taught the" Duties of Inan," and that through 
· their perfonnance are secured his rights. 


APPENDIX D. 
Oil tIlt' Ùztcrfcrcllce of the Clergy Ùl certain political 
qucstions. 
There can be no doubt but that the Sovereign 



A ÞPe 1l dices. 


73 


Pontiff, as Supren1e Judge of the l110ral and divine la\v, 
has a right to pass a judgment upon the moral char- 
acter of civil Constitutions, \vhen he considers that 
'\ 
the good of Religion, of human Society, and the la\v 
of God demand this of him. Thus, Pius IX. pro- 
nounced judgn1ent in 1852 upon the religious portion 
of the iniquitous Constitution passed by the Govern- 
ment of Ne\v Granada, and in 1856 upon a part of that 
proclaitlled by the Juarez Governn1cnt of IVlexico. In 
like manner he indirectly conden1ned the godless Col- 
l
ges in Ireland, by declaring then1 to be unfit schools 
for the education of Catholic youth. 
A retnark \vill not be out of place here upon a 
peculiar vie\v \vhich has sometilnes been put îonvard, 
viz.: that Ecclesiastics have no right to take any part 
in politics, and that they practically forfeit their civil 
rights by becolning Priests. There is in this theory 
one element of truth, and t\VO elements of error. The 
element of truth is this obvious fact, that it is unfitting 
that one \vho has been consecrated to the service of 
God by the unction of the Priesthood, and has devoted 
his life to the direct cure of souls, should spend his 
time and his energies in the purely political arena. 
Such a course of conduct in one thus placed \vould 
lead to neglect of duty, and l11ight involve positive 
injustice to\vards the souls of \vhose care he had 
accepted the responsibility. But the first element of 
error comes in \vhen it is asserted that a man by be- 
coming a Priest thereby forfeits the civil and political 
liberty enjoyed by his fello\v countrymen, to think, 
speak, and \vrite in behalf of civil and political justice. 
Thi
 is to tntro
uç(} 
o!rletþin
 'VO
6
 
h
n the system 
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of castes. I t is the lnystical abstraction from human 
things practised by Braillnins. That it is highly de- 
sirable that the Clergy should n1ix as little as possible 
in sin1ple politics and party \varfare, that they should 
live in a sphere removed froln lnere earthly and teln- 
poral contentions, and thus render their sacred Inin- 
istry more acceptable and more effective is undeniable. 
But a second elelnent of crror, more mischievous than 
the first, urges sometimes in the nalnc of religion itself, 
that, though a political question trench upon the 
truths of Religion, though th
 interests of the Divine 
la\\" and the salvation of souls be directly concerned in 
a political Ineasurc, a clcrgyman's duty is to remain a 
silent, passive, and perhaps-indifferent spectator, simply 
because he is a clergYlnan :-that his voice must be si- 
lent in the pulpit and on the platfonn if the subject 
in contention have a political as ,,;ell as a direct 
religious beari:lg. This \vas in reality the theory of 
the revolutionist) Terenzio l\laIniani, 'v hen he insolently 
advised Pius IX. (( to inhabit peaceably the serene 
sphere of dogn1a," and abandoning aU the practical 
conccrns of Inen, to be satisfied" to pray, to bless, and 
to pardon." It is the consistent theory of those ,vho 
seek, or applaud, the destruction of the telnporal 
powcr. 
Putting asidc, then, thcsc crrors, \ve Inay affirm 
that just as the Sovereign !)ontiff speaks, \vhen occa- 
sion requires, \vith suprelne authority, upon the Inor- 
ality of political acts, so may it from time to time be 
the duty of Bishops to speak, and to direct the clergy 
subject to them to speak, in unambiguous terms on 
p9litical Ineasures \vhich direçtly çÇ>ncern the cause 
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of Divine Truth, Religion, and the salvation of souls. 
It is certain that a Spiritual Superior does not exceed 
the province of his authority, if he so far enters into 
political and telnporal matters as to pass judgment 
upon their conformity \vith the moral and divine law. 
This is explicitly taught by S. Thomas. "Potestas 
saecularis subditur spirituali sicut corpus animae (ut 
Greg. N az. dicit Orate 17) et ideo non est usurpatum 
judiciu111, si spiritualis praelatus se intro111ittat de 
temporalibus qualltulIz ad ca ill quibus subditur ei 
saecularis potestas, vel quae ei a saeculari potestate 
relinquuntur." 2a 2ae q. 60. A 6. Ad 3 m . 
\ 


APPENDIX E. 


Oil the Il/lIUacli/ate COllceptio1l, historically. 
In the Note p. 3 of this Letter reference has been 
made to lVlr. Gladstone's assertion that the definition 
of the Imlnaculate Conception ,vas" a violent breach 
\vith history" and a "deadly blo\v at the old historic 
school. " 
Out of a thousand historical \vitnesses let us listen 
to the ,vords of Peter of Celles, \vriting to Nicholas, 
Prior of St. Albans, in Hertfordshire, more than 700 
years ago :- 
"I believe, I say, I tnaintain, and I swear (these 
are his ,vords,) that the Most Blessed yïrgin ,vas en- 
do,ved \vith special privileges in .her eternal predes- 
tination, nor from the moment of her conception did 
she suffer the 
stain,--!
ut remained ever and 


. MÅfq..
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preserved to the end in spotless integrity; and as she 
\\"as blessed beyond human nature, so are her perfec- 
tions sublio1e and hidden beyond human thought."- 
(" Our Lady's Dowry," p. 31.) 
\Yhile our English forefathers ,vere beginning to 
establish the Festival of the In1maculate Conception 
,vithout reference to the Holy See, this same Peter of 
Celles, Abbot of S. Rén1i, and afterwards Bishop of 
Chartres, \vrote to the English Prior as follows-and 
,ve make the quotation to sho\v that the acts of 1854 
and !870 were not "a violent breach \vith history," 
but in perfect and harnlonious sequence \vith the early 
History of the Church in England and France. 
"I ,vould far Inore ,villingly open the cataracts of 
I-Ieaven and the fountains of the deep in honor of the 
Virgin than close theln: nay, if her O\VI1 Son J esus- 
,vere such a thing possible-had left undone anything 
for the exaltation of His l\10ther, I, her servant and 
her slave, ,vould try to make it up, if not in eff
ct, at 
least in affection. I \vould rather have no tongue than 
use it against Our Lady. I ,,'ould rather have no soul 
than diminish anything of the glory of hers. No 
doubt it ,vas ever la\vful and ever ,vill be la\vful for the 
Church, the Spouse of Christ, during her sojourn in the 
,vorld, according to the changes of times and of per- 
sons and of things, to vary her decrees, and to find 
ne\v remedies for ne\v diseases, and to appoint new 
festivals for her saints. But gold and silver have a 
mint in ,vhich they must be coined-the Seat of Peter 
and the Court of Rome, \vhich holds the principality 
and the keys of H caven. I t belongs to her to open to 
us, in the dispensation of God, the secrets of God's 
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counsels, and the oil of grace funs down from the head 
(Aaron) to the borders of his vesttnent. 
" This Seat of Peter, in \vhich l\'loses sits-that is, 
in \v hich resides 'the immaculate la \v \v hich con verts 
the soul '--this is the l
ock \vhich falls and crushes the 
gatherings of the heretics, \vhich stops all profane 
novelties of \vord, \vhich cuts off \vhat is super- 
fluous and fills up \vhatever is incomplete. I should 
then be glad indeed if this l\Iistress and Directress of 
Christendom, with the authority of truth, had \veighed 
in the scales of a general consultation [this is precisely 
the course \vhich \vas adopted by Pius IX. before the 
Definition of 1854] and had approved the festival of 
Our Lady's Conception, and had propagated it from 
sea to sea. If the sun, that is the Pope, and the nl0011, 
that is the Rosnan Church, had gone before, then no 
less quickly than securely would I have \valked in 
their light, \vithout fear of slipping or stutnbling." 
(" Our Lady's Dowry," p. 27.) 


.. 



. 
I 
J 
l 


t 


!J 



